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FOREWORD

Veda literally means knowledge. Veda is the
repository of all the knowledge and all sciences — so believe
‘the Hindus. It indeed is not just belief; it is the truth, truth
that does not demand any authentication, for many
milleniums this has been proved beyond any doubt. There
are two schools of thinkers found in India - one is
traditionally called astika and the other is called nastika. No,
- they are not astikas who merely believe in God or who
merely believe in the authenticity of the scriptures. They are
called astikas if and only if, their thought processes, their
convictions and their cognitive enterprises are in accordance
with the Vedas and their behaviours satisfy the Vedic
testimony. This has been the foundation of our society, our
culture and our nation. We acknowledge this without any
reservation and hesitation. Veda still guides us in every
sphere of our rational behaviour. We therefore see that at
every age at every generation the visionaries try to present
the essence of the Vedas by reinterpreting the scriptures so as
to make them relevant to the need of the time and society.
Possibly no other ancient literature in the world has been
subjected to so many divergent interpretation as the Vedas.
The Vedas of course include the Brahmanas, Aranyakas and

Upanisads, for which the six Vedargas, the Itihdsa and the

Puranas set an outline giving the methodology of
interpretation. The ancient aryans were engaged in
interpreting the Vedas to the common people and making the
knowledge useful for the society. This process was carried on
and on by many seers despite the diversities in space and
time.
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Maharsi Krsnadvaipdyana Vyasa for the first time
classified and organised the Vedas along with their
respective Brahmanas, Aranyaka and Upanisads. Though
there were four-fold classification of the Vedas before
Krsnadvaipdyana Vyasa still that was not in the line of
textual classification but the classification of the knowledge,
the true meaning of Veda. Vyasa preferred the textual
classification due to growing sakhas and Samhitas. Various
methods were stipulated and developed to preserve the
Samhita like pada-patha, ghana-patha, jata-patha etc. which
were in practice by the time of Krsnadvaipayana Vyasa. By
that time the s¢hools of Vedic interpretation in the form of
Brahmanas and Puranas had also emerged as an
independent area of Vedic investigation. He also wrote the

Brahma-Siitras giving a unique framework for interpreting
the Vedic thoughts (Vaidika-darsanam). Srimad-Bhagavad-
Gita, part of Mahabharata is indeed the cream of the Vedic
thought. Today people believe that Bhagavad-Gita contains
the essence of Pure Physics or Cosmic Science.

The main problem we face in Vedic interpretation is
the timeframe of Vedic Samhitas and related literature. We
have a systematic and comprehensive history of our culture
from the Vedic period for several millenniums. At least from
the Mahabharata period onwards we do have a definite
history till this date. The Kali-yugabda and various other
eras famous in Indian tradition testify it. Unfortunately we
blindly follow the Christian era and more blindly believe in
the Western Scholars' interpretation of Vedas. This has
profoundly confused us on the matters related to the history,
the culture and above all the Vedic science and culture. We
must therefore look into the history of our culture through
our indigenous system of counting the era and we may




translate them to the Christian era. For the Christian era has
become a fashion, more widely acceptable in the world and
more commonly understandable today. We have accepted
the Christian era for all practical purpose, and therefore, may
try to locate the Vedic religion / culture through that.

During last two thousand years several distinguished
personalities have appeared in this land and have taught us
the essentials of this culture in their own vision. Each has led
a new Darsana-prasthana, a school of Philosophical
thinking. The trinity of the Indian Vedantic Philosophy
namely Acarya Sankara, Acarya Ramanuja and Acarya
Madhva have founded the doctrine of Advaita, Visistadvaita
and Dvaita respectively. The philosophical thinking grow in
the controversy of jfiana and bhakti in one hand and the
controversy of Singularity / Duality / Multiplicity of the
essential nature .of this Universe on the other hand. Acarya
Sayana, the well-known commentator of the Vedas paid
special attention to the textual explanation of the Vedic
mantras and their sacrificial utilities. Though his
commentaries are very useful for understanding the Vedic
texts still it Jacks in bringing out the concepts / the sciences
enshrined in them. In modern period, the Westerners, in spite
of their earnestness could not reach even at the surface level
of the real meaning of many Vedic passages. Svami

Dayananda and Yogi Aurobindo had their own vision of

Vedic religion. All this resulted in confusing the mind of a
modem student who earnestly wants to know the essence of

the Vedas, the Brahmanas and the Upanisads. The question

still out-stands: How to get a clear and coherent picture of
the Vedic concepts?

The reasons for this confusing state of mind can be
attributed to many factors, which are not properly
understood. First of all many scholars have not realised that
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unless the Samhitas, the Braihmanas and the Upanisads are
studied in a co-related manner with cross-references, a
correct picture of the Vedic thought would not emerge.
Because there are many contradictory statements in the
scriptures, which if not understood in their right perspective
would obviously lead to divergent conclusions. Secondly
there are certain basic concepts of the Vedic seers (rsis)
which have guided them in their composition whether they
belong to jriana-kanda or karma-kanda. Unless these

concepts are unearthed the Vedic thoughts would remain in
the mists. The basic concepts are naturally embedded with
some technical terms / words occurred in the Vedic
literature, 'which are to be identified and interpreted in their
proper perspective. Otherwise, one may not reach at the
Vedic mind. Thirdly, the Atharva-Veda portion of the
Brahmanas invariably contain crucial information for proper
understanding of the Vedic passages, which have been by
and large, neglected by most of the scholars. These are
possibly the main factors that one should pay serious
attention for unearthing the Vedic concepts / science.

In this context, it may bring a great solace to the
seeker of the true Vedic science that Pandit Madhududan
Ojha has done some path-breaking research in this direction.
Pandit Ojha spent his entire life in investigating into the
Vedic concepts. Getting a hint from his teacher Pandit
Shivakumar Shastri that the keys to Vedic interpretation lie
in the Brahmana-granthas he started serious investigation
into the Brahmanas. That gave him real insight into the
Vedic wisdom. He wrote a number of works, of course
highly technical, on the Veda vijiiana, the Vedic science,
which unfortunately are not entirely available to us.
However, quite a good number of his works have been
published and some of them are translated into Hindi and
English today. His writings covering a wide range of
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subjects can broadly be classified under four heads: (a)
Brahma-vijfiana, (b) Yajfia-vijiiana, (c¢) Itihasa and (d)
Reviews (Samiksd-granthas) on various topics. It is also not
that easy to delve into his works as well. There are a few
scholars in Rajasthan and other parts of our country trying to
explain the writings of Madhusudan Ojha.

Madhusudan Ojha initiated his Vedic exposition
starting from explaining the very meaning of 'Veda'. Veda,
the term we generally understand in the sense of 'the book of
knowledge'. We also understand that there are only three

'books' (Veda-trayt) namely Rg-Veda, Yajur-Veda and Sama-
Veda. The Atharva-Veda is somehow different from the
Veda-trayts, which is perhaps included amongst the Vedas
latter on, and that made the quadruple of the Vedic Samhitas.

However, Madhusudan Ojha draw our attention to the
question that ‘why should the Vedas be called infinite

(ananta vai vedah)’? The oiher question that troubled Ojhaji
is that “Why the Vedas are called apauruseya’? Though there

hzs been many explanations to this question, still all those
possibly do not satisfy the logical mind of the inquisitive
scholars. There are several statements in the Vedas describe
the creative processes in the Nature. The question obviously
comes to mind that 'What is the role of the Vedas in the
creativity'. For instance, Manu says:

Sabdah sparsas ca riipam ca
raso gandhas ca pasicamah |
vedad eva prasiiyante
prasiti-gunakarmatah l I (Manu Sm. 12.98)

According to Madhusudan Ojha, the Veda is
intimately connected with the creative process of the Nature.
Since the creative processes in the Nature are infinite



therefore the Vedas are infinite (anantah). Moreover, they
occur in the Nature and they are not the products of the
human mind therefore, the Vedas are called apauruseya.

The veda-trayt namely Rg, Yajus and Sama have
- distinct significance in accordance with the creative
processes. The Rgs give rise to the physical forms of the

objects. All the movement (gati) is attributed to Yajus and
Sama is responsible for the Mahima or the Tejas part of the

objects. TaittirTya Brahmaria says:
Rgbhyo jatam sarvaso mirttim ahuh

sarva gatir Yajust haiva $asvat |
" Sarvam tejah Samariipyam ha sasvat

sarvam hedam brahmand haiva srstam | | (3.2.9)
Here the term Brahman in instrumental case-ending means
Veda and each of the trayfs contribute in the creation of the
Universe. Almost all the references of the creation of the
Universe in Hindu literature is centred around the Sun. The

SUN is known as the Hiranyagarbha, the embodiment of
Prajapati the creator. The SUN is viewed as the embodiment

of all the three Vedas and thus the saying goes ‘esd frayl
vidyd tapati’. The Rg represent the physical Sun, the halo
around the Sun represents the Sama and the Purusa inside

represents the Yagjus. Prajapati, the SUN is the essence
(atman) of the cosmos. He has three attributes viz. (a) manas
(mind), (b) prana (energy) and (c) vak (speech). The Veda
which can be conceived as his mahima has also the same
three attributes viz. manas, prana and vak. The manas part
produces vijiiana, the prana part runs the yajiia cycle and the
vak part fills the entire space.

We know three Vedas namely Rk, Yajus and Sama
form the three aspects of the creation viz. the physical form,



the motional form and the glorious form (mahima ripa) of
an object. The Rk i.e., the material part of the created objcct
provides a seat for the manas and prana to operate. The
pinda or the earth is conceived as the Agni-pinda, which is
solid; the air above it is the vayavya-pinda, which is subtler;
and the space above it is the jyotir-pinda. Therefore, Rg-veda

is called Agni-veda, Yajur-veda is called Vayavyc-veda and
Samaveda is called Jyotir-veda or Aditya-veda. It may be
noted here that Agni, Vayu and Aditya are the three forms of
Agni and thus these three Vedas are called Agni-veda. They

are related to the three worlds namely Bhiar, Bhuvah and
Svah and three Deities viz. Brahma, Visnu and Indra (or

Rudra). The foundation of an object of creation is called
Brahma and thus the Puranas describe Brahma as the creator

of the Universe (srti-karta). The movement towards the
Centre of the object is called Visnu, which maintains the

created object, and thus Visnu is known as palana-karta.
The movement that takes the object away from the Centre is
called Indra, which is the force that disintegrates the form of
the object and thus he is known as samhara-karta. The
Satapatha Brahmana says:
“trayyam vava vidyayam sarvani bhiitani hanta
trayim eva vidvam atmanam abhisamskarava iti”
(10.4.2.22).
The Atharva-veda is known as Brahma-veda or Soma-veda.
The whole Universe is created out of Agni and Soma (agni-
somatmakam jagat), and thus all the four Vedas take part in

the creation in the form of Natural Sacrifice (Yajfia). Agni is

the eater of food (annada) and Soma is the food (anma). The -
whole Universe is created and sustained by this anna-annade
principle.



We generally understand the Vedas in the sens€ of
Sabda (sound pattern), which is otherwise known in Sastras
as vak. The vak, as we have seen, is one of the three
attributes of the Veda or Brahman, viz. manas, prana and
vak, which has two forms: (a) one is called sabda-brahma

and (b) the other is artha-brahma. The Sabda-brahma does

not just refer to the uttered sound pattern (i.e., the vaikhari
vak) but to the other three stages of it. In that sense, it is

apauruseya. The Agni is artha and therefore, we have
Agneya-vak or Artha-brahma. This Agneya-vak is also
known as Vijfiana-veda, which is in the form of Iévara
Himself, and therefore this Veda is called apauruseya. Some
scholars think that the Sabda-veda which is in the book-
form, the expression of the seers (Rsis), is pauruseya
whereas the Agneya-veda is apauruseya, being in the form of

the Brahman.

Madhusudan Ojha has greatly contributed to the
interpretation of several Vedic terminology, that has never
before understood so clearly by any scholars in modern time.
It is with the help of Ojha's interpretation one can understand
the Vedic philosophies in more clear terms. For instance, the

three Purusas viz. Ksara, Aksara and Avyaya have been
interpreted in terms of three Vedas and three Lokas. He has
also shown that the Vaisesika-darsana stops with the Ksara-
arma, the Samkhya-dar§ana stops with Aksara-atma and the
Vedanta-dar$ana and Gita reach up to Avyayatma. This helps
in understanding the Indian philosophies in general and
Srimad-Bhagavad-Gita in particular in better perspective.
Madhusudan Ojha had a few disciples. Pt. Motilal
Sharma, Giridhara Sharma Chaturvedi, Surjandas Swami are



more prominent amongst them. Pundit Motilal Sharma was
an outstanding scholar, who really copes up with his genius
master. His outstanding contribution has been a commentary
on Satapatha Brahmana for the first six kandas. Satapatha
Brahmana, according to Ojha holds the key to the Vedic
interpretation.  Giridhara Sharma Chaturvedi wrote
commentaries on Brahma Siddhanta and Maharsi-kiila-
vaibhavam of Ojhaji. Surjandas Swami has published Hindi
versions of Satapatha Brahmana Bhasya by Motilalji and is
helping Karpur Chandra Kulisha, the Founder Editor of
Rajasthan Patrika in this task. Kulishaji is also bringing out
Hindi translations of some of Ojhaji's works.

Professor Dayananda Bhargava is a prolific writer on
Vedic studies and Jainism. His Veda-Vijiiana-Vithika has
been published in the year 1996, which narrates the issues
just introduced here in greater details. It is highly appreciable
that Achyutananda has translated and presented Vedavidya-
Pravesika in lucid Oriya language and thereby bringing this
type of works to the notice of Oriya scholars and readers.
This work is an introductory work for the beginners in the
Vedic studies. I strongly believe that this will encourage the
people in Orissa to opt for in-depth study of Vedic literature
with a modern outlook. This is high time that we once again
look into the Veda-vijfiana more seriously for overall
development of our Nation and betterment of our society and
culture.

Saa/anana/a :biédéit
Director: SARASVATI
Bhadrak
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