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Concept Paper on the Vedas

[39 &@ & g5l %71 GrET= IR=F fear 79 &1 e @i

Srdt & f# 39 g @ wiedl &1 dql & Fid & a4 Sri—
qrqreeh |
The four Vedas are:

1.

3.

4.

The Rgveda, divided into ten books (Mandala) having
1028 hymns (including 11 supplementary ones) and
consisting of 10,552 (including 80 supplementary)
stanzas.

The Yajurveda (Vajasaneyi Samhita, Madhyandina
text) divided into 40 chapters, having 1,975 stanzas and
prose-units.

The Samaveda, consisting of 1,875 stanzas- divided
into two main sections (arcika).

The Atharva Veda, divided into 20 books (Kanda)
having 730 hymns in 5,987 stanzas and prose-units.

Of these four Vedas, verses of the Rgveda are recited,

whereas the Yajurveda contains prose portion also. The
Samaveda is sung. The Atharvaveda is also sung. All these four
Vedas have a special way of pronunciation that has to be
mastered just like the classical music. The meters in which the
Vedas are composed are highly developed and produce a rhythm
that speaks of their poetic eloquence.

Though most of the portions of Vedas consist of prayers

but they contain the roots of all systems of Indian philosophy, of
the various social ideals, of economic and political concepts and
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of art and literature; in short, the culture of the people of India.
Louis Renou says that the Vedas show remarkable vigor and
originality which post-Vedic classical India never attained
(Vedic India, 1957, Page 8).

The Vedas are to be studied first as containing the
fundamentals of Indian culture and secondly as piece of
literature. The Vedic poets claim themselves as singer, maker of
words, seer and wise. They are worshipers of Goddess of
wisdom that is endowed with spiritual knowledge. Here is a
description of a Vedic poet —

Where the sages formed the speech with the mind
Straining it, as they strain flour with the sieve,
Therein have friends discovered bonds of friendship
Whose holy beauty lies hidden in that speech

(Rv. 10.71.2).

The Vedic poet feels that the Vedic verses were revealed
to them through love. Truth and fire of austerity is supposed to
brighten their intellect (Av 7.61.1).

What is remarkable is the cordial relationship of the
Vedic Rsis. They show absolute agreement regarding the values
and ideals that are dear to them. It is also worth mentioning that
there are many women among the Vedic seers. Ghosa for
example says that ‘she has adorned her hymn as people adorn a
bride for the bridegroom’ (Rv 10.39.14). Vedic Rsis are highly
respected for their commitment to truth.

The approach of the Vedas is surprisingly global. They
speak of all men without making any distinction of caste, creed
or color: Listen all ye sons of immortality (Rv 10.13.1).

Besides truth the Vedas speak of Rta that means Cosmic
Order that is responsible for aesthetic form and beauty. This
Cosmic Order is held in high esteem and is the earlier form of
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later Dharma. The Vedas speak of many more moral virtues like
faith and dedication. One Vedic women sage Godha said that we
follow the commandments of the Vedas. Goodness is good
existence- Svasti. It is not bad to acquire wealth but it should be
acquired only by right means (Rv 1.189.1).

The Vrtra is represented by evil. He is symbolized as a
serpent. Indra, the Vedic hero, is asked to kill this serpent (Rv
1.80.3). The Earth chose Indra and not Vrtra (Av 12.1.37).
Varuna and Mitra, the Vedic deities, are protectors of the
Cosmic Order (Rv 8.25.8). The Vedas conceive of a strong and
friendly society:.

Strong One! Make me strong,

May all beings look on me with the eye of friend,

May | look on all beings with the eye of friend,

May we look on one another with the eye of friend

(Yv 36.18).

This friendship is a way towards a prosperous,
knowledgeable, strong and unsurpassable society where each
individual should be mentally efficient and physically healthy.

Naturally, the way to such a society is through education and
self-discipline that is the central theme of a student’s life. The
next step is that of householder’s life where each member of
family loves one another as the cow loves her calf. There should
be union of hearts and minds and freedom from hate. Our aim
should be the same. A householder should consider hospitality to
be his pious duty. As the Vedic society was agriculture-oriented,
the cattle wealth was highly respected. The basis of the society’s
excellence is unity:

May we unite in our minds, unite in our purposes,
And not fight against the heavenly spirit within us.



Let not the battle-cry rise amidst many slain,
Nor the arrows of the War-God fall with the break of day
(Av 7.52).

What is important is this that the Vedas speak not only of
material prosperity but of spiritual excellence also. Atharvaveda
(7.105) says: Step beyond what is human; take up the divine
Word. Then Yajurveda (20.25) desires that the spiritual and
ruling powers should move together in unity. The king was
asked to abide by the rules of Dharma. Yajurveda (18.48) has
equal attitude towards all the strata of the society:

Give luster to our Brahmanas,
Give luster to our kingly men,
Give luster to our Vaisyas and Sidras...

The different Vedic deities represent different aspects of
energy but basically the energy is one:

The One Being sages call by many names
As they speak of Indra, Yama, Matrissvan
(Rv 1.164.46).

In Indian tradition there are many names of God. Rgveda
(10.63.2) says:

All your names, Devas! Are worthy of our homage,
Worthy of our praise and worthy of our worship.

Here is a representative prayer of a Vedic devotee:
Indra, pure, come thou in our midst,

Come, pure, with thy pure aids. Pure One,

Bring affluence for us and, pure

And adorable, be thou pleased...

Pure, thou slayest powers of darkness... ( Rv 8.95.8-9)
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The later cult of devotion is reflected in such Vedic
prayers:

Thou, bounteous One, art our Father,
And our Mother, Lord, thou hast been (Rv 8.98.11)

The Vedic Rsi speaks of the heroism of Indra very
vigorously but at the same time speaks so tenderly and sweetly
about the youthful dawn or Usa. Usa inspires by her beauty that
is ever fresh. We have other Vedic Gods like Soma that
represents the flow of blissfulness and Sarasvati that represents
the flow of wisdom. When Agni is personified he becomes the
priest, the deity and source of all terrestrial and celestial well
being and affluence.

The Vedic poet uses symbols so profusely that even the
simple words like cow and horse represent not only the animals,
but centripetal and centrifugal movements which again represent
the life of introversion and extroversion. The language of the
Vedas ‘as a whole is a powerful and remarkable instrument,
terse, knotted, virile, packed, and in its turns careful rather to
follow the natural flight of the thought in the mind than to
achieve the smooth and careful constructions and the clear
transitions of a logical and rhetorical syntax’ ( Sri Aurobindo,
On the Veda 1956 page 420).

O0o0o



AE-TWeh 9T ==

[T G131 &1 T [T519aT T FeAbRI Bl T8
&E dg & Jid 3HT F— THIGH |

TH T 99 gN fag-lel & ®9 H Wihd =]
HAHE-fd T Yo 779 1 99 951 § I9as 3R 9mag & o
AfeRie 71 reg ¥ € g g €1 ergeeg wieh-GEeptd
TIAr1e I7F § | TR Tl © foh A hael WRAE %R id 9o
T TG WERTG & o ! 1 IGHS A-) B @IS S Fehdl ©-
qd derq wfasatd | @ o5 forelt qu-fovm =1 sifa-foer =6t
o=t 7wk fag GERfa #1 == FA - A1 v Gkt
fagamm)

I § fen! g8 QSR € 9w § o 7=l
1 HIaTceh R Toha, o i & ShI<gsl © fS=id 9 &1 g1 &l
Y a1 ot @ S {9y e @ oHR ® R W 9 &
afed g & e § 99 9§ SqYd g o kA o €A
MU TUHI SIS | Tt 98 i © 9l Feloh! &R hiA &
HRUT &H Tl | 3H ¥H o Tk Td, J8q 3kd, 3T SI&T, 9,
el 3R T el W R Q) §- e JEGAY SHeT AUt T
I giuet arafa) 7 fags i\ gl & 99y ¥ 98 %
TS R0 ThAd § 3 Hooh! THAd Bl o ol <9 <d
§- GTeged Gaged W ot AT WA | 39 39 e W
TE BM o HRU da&l I YRA SHAAE A 31 Ao qegd




7

fean for 1@ g0 =61 glaen 787 of 7@ off et X 9t Hifas
T & g, fo1 Teh 18R 1 Ui8- 95 fohu omem o g9
7= o faqce™ difecd i STawn: g W@ o oS o
HEUT STl o STIShR % dTES[E 96l 1 hHol 99 FHlh 39
e 1 HUSTY FH i WA 3TfeAT Ferdt ¢ T fafaa w9
H uol g1 vres gRIa @ S b S1sal o g SR i R
L T AINGS €9 H B TG § AR 39 G TR T Hg
3ol § for ag o Tk € 91s2 o SR & U¢ & I el |
9§ ST & 3R 3V i e 1 € WehaT ¥ |

AT AT i FNeAEwd & IR 369 § fovg o
A-fd o TIRush s & IR T € | 370 seamaen
I o o1 7 foheg |1 € garawen it IqHE fae & 3ga
ST off €1 3T Seeen &t fen d faega T R SR T
AT i ITHEAA § | ITH AT HY YT, AT
SR IR JGTaweN i URuerdl T |1 U St & |

el q% Al i WEIAd &1 U9 ¥ I8 HH 9 HT U
TSR oY d i TN © | ¥ Bl § Tk R 3 Ured 99
H A7 WG s UH Joddr, &A1 wT Gehdl off S oA off
TR 81 T | 39 T9 § JoH eaaed df 98 © 6 95 &t
T 1 Wh 3IR Ik Bl i GoIS Gl T & el off
39 ¥ 399 Wifecd ¥ T o Wehdll © Aok g I I a1 T8
e ¥ T 3t wifes SR Hifereran Wad! aifeca & w1 &t 711 |
st eRfae 4 39 Yol 1 Hif=reh hied el ® 3R 38 wfass =t
el T STEY AT & | hell T ! BIS <l A1F Uel Hi gF
T ot Tifgca 3R ST1eaTH 1 Igd W 9 § g5 9 BT § |
Taay] wel 319 fUge ¥ ufdie S SR WRAH T § df 3T
ITAT Y |- TS @ -




dferan fa=mt aht, shistar ot gfY & |

HSOT TRE-geat, gat ufa fekre <@t 1)

WA 3N ufgdt o, B¢ off FX AT

A & gai-av rfiea g 1|

W o 9¢- 1 ,aX ATYT 77 & 19

ufed T EEdt gat &t |faar 1

H gt g T T, STTeRUT 3FT o7 |

ek &1 oA 9, GAT HIA Tl ||

FAT-9H A | o 99 g W)

o & =gk, A0 - fRafa-gg T

oA UL e forret sar-ary et o |

AT |AT-T =g Ufd <h G e 11

Toh 3R 1 Saq &1 98 S&W ¢ 99 e@a orar € fo
e =it stforer @ 1fies Tl fra-amdl # &1 Sosn @l
BT b GO 3TR GIE o YR okl STIET i I8 STAERN off
T el =i &1 WwwaT guid gan 7 -
T o 990 3THd 7 o 9g - HTd, 7 ieh, MW, T AU |
el ? foreren W@ ¥ 7 I STAROT 2 ST o TEA Wi 211
T oft 99 g, 7 3a- g, 7 faT =1 T faem &1 fag)
T frata @en € gfaa, 7 o1 9 oft 3aeh sifalRem 1
afew ®fT yHfa & Aa e ®i WG HWA G99 T8

T yora 6 g yhfa gt wfa & &R St st w9 A
SHHT HETe @IS 98 U Bl ¢, Fai a8 fm-fus wef
T FHITEHA Hd Gu Foer- it i & gy < -

g3 firdl s omfimrgeen foer: & guui Tee)

Te: AigUT agar Sty Iw AR grg: 1|




3hdl H Tehdl oh1 I8 TR e T o 9ga = -
# T wtran, Ry 2 U w1 wfaat 9, fagri @, § a0 g o)
¥ ShIF ASTT-BY Ueh, THT FSTE 397 BE ilehl ol TehTeht o €T
g

fai o 7% ¥ T 9 fag & T 9 T W H e
off I SSieE | S[e © | 39H Jifds dva ¥ e IR
W, SE-AY, &, v, fosE, g, Wik, s1gd ae
Afca Ufed— T TR Siteq & fau stawas g+t agraf
¥ forg wifdes Wil © foheg @19 &1 aT-a iR srer-a <t
& g 1 WA off ¥

TS W 9l o g rH fyrEmsgan)

IR GERTA &1 TR A7 1 fgs a1 € | fg 5 =1
a1ef & gE 9 | I Wik e H i SR 9 € Rey |
STt § (AT 4% AAT §.42 )| ST & T4 od &1 T8
gfeha IR off Mo €9 H =1 1 S § | HUH GERR SIRH
T, (F| 4.9¢.9) AT AT S &1 a1 St § @ § &
ST STETeh 1 ATV FHAT ST © d9 off Hehr (3], 9.R% ),
S R W Yeell IR 9eX fed 99 ot 9@R ( rudag
¢.R.9%), 9@ el R o W d9 ft @R ( ddg
¢.R.9¢), 5 3HF TgA! IR 91 SR a9 i &R ( fgdad
§.8¢), FUEY (T, u.RQ ), ST (TG R.33 ) W &
1y e @ wEIfe R FEERA (% 3.4.% ), faare, e
Tfem IT@ T PAED o T6T H SR T, wiera sie 9
(IS, R0.3%), Sed & A<\ 9@ & W< (&
2.223) 3R 10 H TR &1 SIS (TN, 4o.04 )— IT Tt
Y, 9 HI JYAT & HRO G&HR H gfEfdd 8 T | §O9R &




10

= fordt o} wifgca § Siteq ol St SRkl § IMaE B1 <@l
T8

I ot fommofa T fF 9 3 & s fhg ws Siem
ST T AT 9 TR | TS & YNTER & faeg ag i Afdswar
(. 20.3%.%%) IR & &% fovg a5 *I wHcd (IS
¥0.R) I UEfER ©1 gANER @ Wl (RAC
0.929.§ ) 3T FHUT H T D ®I § Aerh gan ¥ T
STt fo T S AT § 9 o S%qq: 9T 1 €1 SR B
orEm fagd e U SHdity a1 3o a& T |
FrEaul g i @ hderdt watd shaenal ||
I 1 T FEEAT g hid gt § (RS 2.3.20 )
YTOTHTS T HeaToT A o1 3TEY! © ( ruddg 2.3%.% ) | I&a:
g # frgfa ik ygfa &1 stgad §m T | 7 &1 =R 3
HTT § (UM A TEW A~ A, ¢.9.§ ) SR I T
(A 9.903.¢ ) T Ukl | I off &R0 T oI ® |
(31ed. 4.2¢.% ) 5 9T HI IRARAT H YfawM §, I8 IR 1
IUTEE € (/. R.%0.3) I & fomr Uy gifard &t w® gehan |
(red. 2.3%.§ ) Y &1 HawE 99 iR winfadi & grr &t
TEYE B | 3 A g i g § -
QYT o 1T Fitfdgedr gsadgfeail | (31 9.qR )
A B T HIE DI € T TS G 9E © -
ISAYTE! 3T T Td T TRl qTel: WIS |
(R 4.80.4)

foheg Sfiam 1 Af<T0 @8 omae &t Wi § & 4R
M o o1 wwarfea &1 fohan S wehdr -

AITSEAA Y& HETAHI AU THHE: TRATd |




11

e fafewansta gagfa = e far@sama i

(A, 3%.%¢)

I8 39 AR Yy dfcw gyl afc ot wamr =i

3Tga Weid o faw IR 7 X 1 9% ongd & 2 Wi H %55

dfeer a1 31 Tfed HamRl & Hau-H94 AR fAfgsrmy &
fou o fd w1 ® §-
ITfirfie qRifed a9e ayfasm|
FAT TAeTaay 1|
fel oTJae- HAUe™ oMo ford M arel, ad ol
YR hid aTel, R & STIER I Frrfed & ol

(STATSAT H1) STMEAM HH el A1 &9 YSH i ol |
T 9y srfieaar &t § wfd e g |

| : fuda gAasht guraEt v
o : WA ||
fe=dl erqare- a8 (q9) © I, TR ford ool @
qgd % AR gia, 59 yeR fadi(er) = F e e R (®
31f) TAR HedT o fau (gH) TR 9 gal |
T HUI TS SAHAT (A PTa=gd T <1 |
feroaam afaar 1o qat arfa et aga )
fedl STae- 3T REd 3T=alel ¥ (FHX) dred g,
SFarstl qem WISl 1 (STT-TYN HET H) YIA HA GU
U ¥ W (T ) Al g Feqoi Fifort i q@d ga s
wWEI

g aTHA 7 36T 3T glediad: |
TE U FEar faurait war fg areet 1)



12

fE=t STaE- & UhIedl TSN shi S 31 2al, TF
A T (qH) WER SEEY €9 a1 UAIEEd €9 % @Y U
fea fafay 9 9 yamifera grat |
¥ afg sy Tad SFur e T offm: gert iy
Teey By fasrmursatafarata et fasn
fet ergaR- fawy, ek faeme &9 wedl & woqol
ot freme X €, T 39 dIRagw &1 % R i feme
ST €, 59 JohR e W @A aTen a9 ST $esad foeRu
T ATl HIAHE Y |
T: gfordl UM EE: UdareRiual ST |
I el faum Er W@ Ty S
ER-tal
et st fora it g2 gfarsht & feer foran, forem
(3EX-3) IS el Fadl i (STIA-3T0 WM W )TAfyd
foran, fSrem oTaftar &l ek ¥ uxqa fora, S99 stehrer =01
(f |) Tep1, T AT, TR T T |
I HH JUHT TE AT THT SFHT A0 |
JuiteresTar T gian faarad S gue |
o<t sTame-wfwenet (¥5) #7edl & W gt wqfd HH
el R STO Tt vifer | STfed w1 H (¥F w1 a1 wE
(qfeR) TToRfEd g €% % g@ I SHI YhR YH HE o
TR @ TRl © Ham (=f®) s H (@ 9 ©)
3 AT T4 | aq dhal a-Aa Ul Jarf |
foh W TEMEOTH oA HaT Jedich GHAT AU T 1|
fe=<l o1 ae- F § o1 YRR ¥ 39 (IFU Tdl) *
Y T HEM? 980 % &d W § i Bl 2 1 9l




13

e Wl hiEfed (BI 98)TRR KM ? G/ H ol
(1) § <A (TEIT) HI FHd TG ?
feruaTe: Tuadart yae S ufaier JTHi)
| e g araat e qara gfanr fagm
fet STgemR- fexvems! Wodt Yo S g3, 9% oW 9
&1 Scqe GO Rl STehall ST o7 | 39 giYa, STehreT ae 3
Tl gRuT TR | (SUH! Sigw) fha Taar &1 g9 g9 9
TS R ?
TEYIIHl q&Y: WEHT: TEHUId |
¥ Yt Had: WA dgeImE e | |
fe<l ST{aRe-TH4R Je ¥ e T amen, see 450
T qel e W aren © 1 9% gfuel w AN e § o
FIh <9 AT afmmor H aiferes feod T
TSIl el od ag gae addfa |
T St SEfateh a9 19: Rraddeameg 1|
fe=t STIaTe-Sil 71 YF W &I S ST # (73 I
3T THfl ot STUeT) STfereh gX ST €, (i) STt 1 ¥
FHT I 7, S (TEY HI) Y T § IH YR Tl T
T (579 YR Swra staeen § X 9 §) (Sf) RS a1l €,
AR S wa T gfEal w1 THEE Y €, 9% O A9 gy
EETEEI IRl
TETHY: TRERT: NG R YHTE &R |
T At JfaRamr u= el 3erq aEni |
fet oA~ e (gfoet) | 9’ ™* fa=mor &

et g ifaes ster fer-Ta wae WEd g qarfed gid €, 9%




14

3 usTl arell givel sAR fad gy gema iR oW 9
stfafefea &

Aty faruht agam e o wfur fevod feret garg 7

TH THST THATT &t ST GHTEHTT 1|

fe<t 3R T H 3T YRR ¥ WSIHT 1 &7 It
g3 et g o, A7 qen @l UeH HL | §F oA arelt giuet
Tt Isg AT g3 AT FraX A SIS Bl g2 §H o TS |

q JIYT FSAUE: gseEmar femea: |
wefgam: st

et TIaR-S1 W9 E9ATA, YHUE €U RV HA
aTel, Yl IMEA aTe) aen TETeh! o1 910 R 9§, ® 9,
(397) =Ed & 919 (FGT) T |

argaAfg udd ffsramet @mret o @ qaer |

AL 3T G TIGHTT 3T: WHEHE STH: 1|

fe=<t omae- wdd W o w@ I Ifg(F=) #t
(3G4) AR, T 7 39% faQ TReH ared a5 o1 fmior foa,
TN g3 (IS HT SR qSt ¥ TH dTelt) T w g, T8l
T3 5T It © 19 T i 3T I o |

ot qamTHETTEr e SeIfia aE U |

AT YT TMATYTerEt T=Ael T ST SHTaeaelel ||

fe=t sTgare-wA &1 eTeRisFE T Ud i, %
qer 31 &1 97 (3Tfec Aved) W fehent § 1 (STA) AR,
gferet qem er=afel &l 9’ WE T (19 Feh9T W) R e g
(o) & S qen TemeR weft yiford st eTre B

TOTET & MUTUfd §aTHE Shid shalTHUSTEEayy |




15

WS FEUT SR I W JueHfaia: wie
T

el ARG~ U o Hifeieh, Hiadl H WAHE Hifqarct
*fa, Wfaal & qd98 @M, AR g0 g ©, © Wt &
Hifeieh, TR (STEAM 1) Ad g4 59 99 [8 | STq1 Famadl
& Y T T80 Y |

ST AT AT Yoral: T ST IJoTat Jeii |

qruft Sfe Fat: TRET o« wria fagem )
fe<i oA~ T 3 ¥ SwEfd ©d ¥Fafd SW, YHE
FHaTe (qH) WA & W ol WhR A | 8§ doh gN
it <fd, O T g o At et (F wHE qH) FH
1 TR STERT HIA B |
Tl T IFAHH T T T gefuviar a9 |
ST I FAT TANAUT o YA TIas urrarsraas | |
fe=dl sTgeme-2 Jqretl, g SHI Sl d1 TRR Y
*I @A T fouone wT@ It (gR A1) fova ym & &t
HTHA G 3 T T 1 T 3% 3R T%, TH A (THAR) 9 qe
3T RN ! F U SR U HIETT § YIH i &l 6 |
G IR SATEIUT JASATIT: |
qrel TS ¥ WUGaRT TaTay;: 1|
fe=t eI ae- ad 1 AR HH T S HI WG
ad R (Ful % faw) qoen ad g hl e (o ) 18 g
e TSt ! T A oTelt o= ol @ € |
QAT T 99 S W st faue=rEn)




16

SFUY ITEEEY F: YA T 1|
fe=t STgame-319 §H AN TqEaTl H qadiet o S hl
FE, W (1S 1 Tug) wfas ¥ 39 WM % M W AHH
HI <@ Toh |

TEGyiel q6y: WEHTel: Wggurd |

| yfti fagal garafageemree™ |

fe=t STaR-q0l I%y T9RI favaren, TSRl A=@ren aun
TIRI AT § | 9% gieet Hi TRl TR ¥ A R <6 A
(9o ) <= T €

USIUd 1 edr=-=l {1 Srar ui ar a9 |

ThTHIE STEHEAAT 3% 9 T Uaat o |

fel ITaTe-8 e, qrd e 3 faq Saae s €,
3 TR IR WH G HH T8I B R ©, TG HEAT G TH
% B9 USH & €, 98 U 3991 U0 B | &F oA % @
5 |

74 fagfyda smaya afg ar gg afg ot 7

Il ALY : TH Al G Ag Afg AT T A ||

et ergae-ae fafay w4 areh gfF w&f ¥ o ©
(STHT 3GF) A1 A UROT ToRAr o, A1 3FR T (At fohEa umo
foram o ?) St ST 4R}, 9% Wat= @il # T, 9t Hfaa '
Y 39 WA §, A€ 98 T80 ST (A Shid St @ 2)

M I TN qFIHH AT Y T IR

guetsfaearelt HERelt Sraar qivell el e gars:
wftr: gw feraior fSroy Tagn: quE are aemEe




17

ar S e TR T uSi= 9dq % adEr |
SHII: U=l ST : Heddr | |
fel oTaR- T @M, TR ¥ ¥ Ul 99 v
AT SITETT 379 B, TR, S0 I H Hee ¥ A
A< UG A I, S Alg] & I B, A0
TJAH H FHIC I H A UG HIA ATel, HEH &
IO B, AR T¥ <H AN ™, YR €W H wmd
Tfbenel o9, SeRTHT 2149, FeTo §v e ©ff, 1§ o6
Jrd qql (TF HI) AT G (TR I TI), TH
A ! GO H 9W AT gah IR T I 8, IS
TARI SoBTgehal Wl &, TAR WY & ¥ &b SR @
Uk, TH STUTH 9% ! WY Q1 WTH w1 T % i &7
T 7 |
AR ooy TEg S |
e d Yoh aastel T 3MMd: | YSIrufd: 1|
fe=t erae-agt @1f ¥, 9el onfew ®, o€t 99 ¥,
IS T T, T A T, ag WM T () A 94 T, @Y
TR T |

0oo



aai W W<k
[T FHAHUES & T4 31 731 &, 374 qfhXq i 6— Teeh ]
& f& it fuar, at! < @ran
ST A JETHT AUT IR HAAT B S § @l Afh-
qifec 1 gori gl ¢ | ufe-aifec § s 3R oIe1, TR 81
S | TET e Ve g1 Al 39 @l a1 Walld § - ey
ITAT T Ueh: Ve5: GRAHM: IMSA-ad: GUIH: W@ Ak o
FHTHEFE " A9 59 H1 off Ted 3H 927 W AR R ©
fF vee- a@ # yam A € W- F@ 1 IR BT ©-
“ greg- gt T W srEmfTesta 1 gfa wedt © Tk e
1 3ok A 1@ I THan AT 5- ¢ STy T fuad 1 97
H A Hehtad <fEa-
AT 3H A 37 |
& 7 oo IR 3
& 91 THga 3|
Tt =t wEar arfag: |
Tgi 35 IR 1 STATI ST & Uufyar i firg o
‘Teaf e ST T | gfiqare SR | SR T Y S § |
T I8 M o7 i 919 © ok Wadl Wbl & W
qfdared € W 9% % < ‘g & @’ € YT W g

T <@ |’ S AElh! % UH IUTHS ! SR % forg
I T ©-




19

ISR HY 7 AR, YST Y T HW |
SMHACTeRT e T, Heldh ar U |
W= 9% & A3 WEM IUE® S HHS I F-d ©
“g u fia wdl oy’ afcew-sweid vfe ®H @i
geafdt , forifert 7ef | fen oiR fawe @ @ genm 9
TR 1A H §:W Dl BT SRGH A Sel-
@ o WY fae o, T &2 | S
afeTerdl g MU, UeTdel H WL ||
IJET &I, WFTEd o IER 1 9ar 59 W a1 S
Ted & SHehT Feltd TR0 T od © -

TS =BT W a8 TREH |
dfcer o @ ersgea ot f: 97w <1 =t fafg # o
A €, TR T el JEe & uft SHed &1 SR FY 99
gehdl § ? WA 9% 981 § 59 W a9, o, 1Y, WA 9,
EIEARIENISES CEEIER I S C Rt SR R st |

.

dfgan g g fa afw afmr = @@ s
<ttt g feat gty 2o Afeg s

3q: WA b1 W @ @ HI I wA § W I
TR o &7 hT TSI Hish 32 799 T3enm <q € -

T o gesfa g dfd SRgdHg sy | |t
3 geEifdst gafarfa siee o | Se g: 1|

it % AT =R’ g W ft 9y 9w o faw @ e &
3519 Hd &~

<Y Wy TS WIS &l | A& IETH:
ST AT heftgra=l ai Ta i)




20

3R I%Y 3! =ErRIiar € T 3 F=efia goaren & fog
@ T Tt qrareT o e gue-faemn €-
ST TET PITEg AT |
Femefa: @ 9 UTd R W SR off 39 W A B €
foh 9 YUY W AT TEd § -
a1 gopaid forep Tergrm =@ T a& Ut SFET: |
T @ o W % @R § gmar © fw 7 ot w6
TN SH AT T WA | 3TehT 98 YW T Hal § 2
T d ¥ | gATRL g
foreg 377 wIeiAIetl § 1 B2 UG 1 4% § TR 7W sW
FATHHAM & THE Y07 SAHHHIU el i ?
& I ET : 'Qﬁ-?:? wal T q HEaT
Y|
T T | 1Y fag T THETH IN ET-
o7 fay wadEen)
®U-FU Ylawul a9d 9 ®Y UdEquE 3
HIETTH: q6&T 39 |
‘Sife fafer e € fea @/ g @ 9ft g # R’
I A I ggaEsu | 9 i e fa et
He Iy fersrmr o[ faae@ )
"I sl wefa s aRexl® | hael I 'Y HH HET
d ST HME e A | @i g Thifs 3 a1’
FATSER TH AW T <an 3t fag fog:
TEd ¢ fergen swiveata @ g fgge 3o | |
“forg forame amifa =&, dfe fog gafg = v




21

T F1 fog q9Ag, ita A o8 fagm 1’
W@:Fﬁr&'ﬂﬁm@ﬁ:l
AT I Wi S Seamia ||
TRHTCH | qH §AR €1, ¥ TRR § -
HHT 99 ®iH|
R sen w1t ¥ i el = § 2
T A AT FONTITSRARH ool GorT Yood |
gfc § grReil e g R gu A7 Se T dl ®
fagae | § R 99 HEAE g T < |
e WIHE & @ a1 91 W1 378H | I el SRTioTs: |
el UEl STcHdr? Tt SURH i THehaM? 3R
ST 1 JOUN 3Afeeh 81 ook areit |
ar, oy aen efwelt-gad @red &t @ 8-
1 1 o I R I = E e = S B
HeaAraet: 1|
dfeshertel &1 Wb A FRRIETET 81 A, STrerAgi=ar 1 uf-e
¥ difeq) afcs ufs &1 g7 UR T STER-MEEN o
gAfa A | S STaEag o- e 7 q9 § EeR TEl- 9%
fafg &1 o1 wehdr-
HTEAT AT 3T |

0oo



An Overview of the approach of the Vedas
In the light of smgror-Texts

“There was neither non-existence nor existence at the
beginning of the universe at that time', exclaims the creator of
universe himself?. This statement has been recorded in the oldest
book of the world, the ==z, the date of which still remains
undecided, and yet, there is absolute unanimity amongst scholars
of the West and the East that this is the oldest book of the World.

I
THE MYSTERY

There have been attempts to explain as to what this
statement means: "There was neither non-existence nor
existence at the beginning of the universe.” This is a statement,
which describes the situation before the creation came into
being. The statement, on the face of it, does not convey anything
sensible, because, logically speaking, if there was no ‘non-
existence’ then there must be ‘existence’ and if there was ‘no
existence’ then there must have been ‘non-existence’, according
to the law of excluded middle of Logic. Obviously, the statement

2 TESTHT TR~ A 20.83R.8

R Though all the hymns of the Vedas are supposed to be of divine
origin according to orthodox tradition, yet all the hymns of the
Vedas give the names of the seers who 'saw' a particular hymn. In
most of the cases these names are of human beings like faafa= or
afds. But some of the hymns mention divine beings as their seer
(=®1). For example, the particular hymn, to which this line belongs,
has the Lord of the creation, the highest, (JSTTdfd 9RHEN), as its seer.
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is paradoxical. But when one tries to trace the origin of creation
or, in other words, the origin of existence itself, one is likely to
meet many more such paradoxical statements.

In the present article we shall describe in as simple a way
as possible, how the seers of yore explained such a paradoxical
situation with keen insight. The understanding of the mystery of
creation is important, not only for its own sake, but also for a
proper understanding of ‘what we are to do with our lives’. The
purpose of an individual’s life at micro level is to be understood
in the light of the nature of the universe at macro level, of which
he is only a small part.

Consciousness: The Origin of Universe

Igae, Who wrote the oldest commentary on another
Veda, Yajurveda, known by the name vmue s (i.e. the
commentary of the Vedas in one hundred chapters), explained
the above sentence in the following manner. “Consciousness is
neither non-existent (like the horn of a hare) nor existent (like
the piece of a stone),” explains zrwee=1. The implied meaning
according to his explanation would be that in the beginning there
was only consciousness, which unfolded itself into the universe.
How and why it happened are some of the interesting questions.
We have to see the purpose of human life in the light of the way
of functioning of the forces that control the universe, because, it
has been ordained that we should act just as the divine forces act.
The divine scheme of actions provides a model for human

behaviour - I <A STHE IR |

3 Yo o seHisTRE Herid | oEifed o1 gl Sardias awe
T | TESHA GeEiceaf Ja f& 9 Jamq- o
20.4.3.2.7



24

The Whole and The Part

Why should we be interested in this mystery of creation
IS a pertinent question. The answer, in short, is that unless we
know the nature of the universe, we cannot know what should
we do with our lives. After all, we are an inseparable part of the
universe, and, a part of the whole can be understood fully only if
we know the whole. We are free to think that man is the center
of the universe and he does occupy the central place— 7 &
s T fRfsarg- but he does not exist in isolation. He has
the sky over his head and the earth beneath his feet. Not only
this, his whole personality is made of the same elements, which
constitute the universe. He, in fact, is the universe at micro level
and the universe is the man at macro level; both of them, having
been made after the same model, help understanding each other-

JITIUS JT SFEUS |

Thus, the creator has expressed his desire, not through
any of his messenger but through the very functioning of the
universe. Certain laws rule the universe. Naturally, man does not
make these laws; he only discovers them. This is what science
does. That we should follow these laws in our lives, is told by
the Vedic religion. The Vedic religion is thus inter-related with
science. The part of the smerr (the oldest commentaries on the
Vedas) that states the laws, is known as swefarg and the part that
deals with human duties is called vidhi. Until Pandita
Mahasudan Ojha (a scholar of 20™ century), appeared on the
scene mostly the tradition thought that only the Vidhi is relevant
for human beings®. A proper study of sefar was, therefore,
generally neglected. Pandita Ojha, however, opined that it is
necessary to know the @=farg for understanding the rationale of
the Vidhi. His approach, therefore, becomes scientific rather than

4 AT feponelerg, s eHae e SR, 2.3.9
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ritualistic. Some of the observations under «aefare, part of 1efar,
impart information that are not known otherwise. Take, for
example, the statement that ‘man is the conglomeration of all the

devas or divine powers’— T & o I
I

ESOTERIC STYLE

The seer, whose statements are recorded in the oldest
literature of the world couched their experiences in a language
which is esoteric— T=&fd TU&Y. The most famous of such
statements was made by a seer, fa=ifis (literally meaning the
friend of all and the friend of universe). This statement, famous
by the name Tt mantra, is prefixed by three words “earth,
atmosphere and heaven™®. Now these three words, 'earth,
atmosphere and heaven’ are spoken of in connection with the
universe. But we have also our own earth, atmosphere and
heaven; our body is our earth’, our mind is our atmosphere® and
our intellect® is our heaven, we ourselves being beyond all these
three— 4T 9g: WA 9: |

A parallel is thus drawn between the macro and the
micro, the universe and the individual, thus connecting the
physical (sfas@) with the spiritual (stearem). The implication is
that we cannot understand the physical unless we understand the
spiritual and vice-versa. This parallelism is to be kept in view
while trying to understand the Vedic approach. The sfusa i.e. the
psychic energy is the connecting link between the two—the

AVSIITE €.%.3
JyjerEaifa 7t forn-Sifaafg 2.3.3.0
TS | e -TaIRoTs, 2.3.3
HATSSAETe: - A9, ¥.%.3.23

FE F <9 Ffaar-afaiaEfed, u.u. %%
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sifyva and the s7ear. In the daily performance of Agnihotra-
sacrifice, one recites three formulas that clearly show this three-
fold parallelism as follows:

SRR IUIDRS |

S CEIRCMEIBIDREIF

AR A ©R1
aferaga afrda et
The earth (4:) The agni The in-breathing ()
The atmosphere (ya:) The =g The outbreathing (s19m)
The Heaven (=) The snfee The sustaining breath (za17)

The Divine Triad

This brings us to the triad or ==t forzn, a name given to the
Vedic knowledge. The earth, atmosphere and heaven are not
without their respective energies— HisFHARHGRIRGYSA
IrA=IererenTd 3Tfecd fga: | The agni is the embodiment of the
terrestrial energy, @ is the embodiment of the atmospheric
energy and s7feea is the embodiment of the celestial energy. Fire,
Air and Sun, as we know them, are only the bodies; their essence
is far subtler than these gross visible bodies. This essence is
known as agni, s/ and enfee for which we have no words in
English or any other language and they have to be taken as
technical terms, which should not be translated but should only
be understood.

The divine triad and the four Vedas

For the present, what is significant is this: of the oldest
literature of the world, three primary works deal mainly with
these, agni, ag and snfs. The work dealing with agni is the
w5, arg forms the subject matter of Yajurveda and smfee is
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glorified in wmeg®. There is a fourth Veda, Atharva-Veda, also
which deals with another concept called soma, which is also
quite important and, therefore, needs a little explanation.

T AND ATHARVA-VEDA

The agni, =/ and =fce are, in fact, three forms of agni.
Agni itself is the gross form, am and stfce are subtle and subtler
forms respectively. These three, and the Vedas dealing with
these three, are, therefore, grouped together as one triad or ;
soma is a different element. Agni has the assimilating power to
preserve itself where as soma is the element which is assimilated
by agni'!. Unless agni gets soma, it cannot survive. This brings
us from ==t to a duad of agni and soma.

THE DUAD OF AGNI AND SOMA

There is a universal formula; all over the universe,
agni, necessary for life, is being fed by soma. In simple terms it
means that any agni needs fuel to keep it alive. This fuel is
soma. Agni is the life force and soma is its food. This duality of
agni and soma is expressed at different levels in different terms
like mortality and immortality, dryness and wetness, expansion
and contraction, stay and movement and so on and so forth.

Whereas agni, ag and sufe= form the subject mater of
*ae, aee and weg respectively, soma forms the subject matter
of the fourth Veda, Atharvaveda®™. These four form the basic

10 T STREE! ST A SfEcaTcHm -G EEH S, §.20

1 Tl SRR - FEHAGH, %0

12 AT T~ JeSTEAI T, 3.%

13 Sl Saay | ade i T SET: T- MroersTer
2.3% and 3T9: IS WY~ 3T9: TWH: - a9 9.2.2.33
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texts of the oldest literature of the world'*. In short, all gross
bodies are formed by agni, the terrestrial energy and the subject
matter of =g, all movements are inspired by =m, the
atmospheric energy and the subject matter of Yajurveda and all
luster is the creation of enfew, the subject matter of ez, All
life, having a body with all movements and luster, are thus,
formed by the three energies. Of course, the energy, symbolised
by agni needs a fuel and that fuel is soma, the subject matter of
Atharvaveda, which upholds all**.

v

SYMBOLISM IN THE VEDAS

Now to understood this all, we must be able to decode
the symbolic language in which the oldest literature of the world
speaks. Why this literature uses symbols is a question, which can
be appreciated by pondering over the difficulty in using the
ordinary language in the field of modern science. W. Heisenberg
explains this difficulty. He has been quoted by Fritjof Capra e in
his famous book, Tao of Physics. This is what he says:

The problem of language here is really serious.

We wish to speak in some way about the structure of
atoms. But we cannot speak about atoms in ordinary
language® The knowledge about matter of this level is
no longer derived from direct sensory experience, and,
therefore, our ordinary language, which takes its image
from the world of the senses, is no longer adequate to
describe the observed phenomena'’.

14 AR o Y AL o] FASEE: HEAE: e — TS 2,33

1 T S A g T s 39 e o e e g
¥ T T2 TN T GEH- ARSI 3.3.%

16 Quoted by Fritjof Capra in Tao of Physics. P.53

o Ibid, P.60
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If this is so in the field of modern science, it is all the
more so with the Vedas, which, according to @@ (the most
famous commentator of the Vedas) deals with matters which are
neither the subject of perception nor of inference— FA&IUM AT
a1 FEqUrEr 7 forrd T fosf< 9o aeges asar. Naturally, how
can we perceive or infer the situation to which we have referred
to in the beginning of this chapter— the state beyond existence
and non-existence? The seers, of course, ‘saw’ the super -
sensuous truth through their spiritual powers— HI&ERALHIT
54l 9199, but when it came to expressing the truth, they had
no other way but to use the symbols which they deliberately
employed for conveying the truth, which, they had experienced
in that great silence, where all activities of senses and mind had
ceased to work'®. The matter of the fact, is that the real meaning
of that language can be understood only by those who
themselves are in that state of mind, others may listen to their
words but do not understand them. The Vedic seers have spoken
about this problem in these words:

Some perceive the speech but perceive it not,
some listen to it but listen it not. For others it reveals, its
secrets just as finely clothed faithful wife displays her
body to her husband?°.

The Vedic seers are conscious, throughout, of the fact
that they are speaking in a mystic way. riaag, for example says:
Only wise men of spiritual attainment know the measured four
grades of speech. Three of them are kept in secrecy and do not

18 T s on atharvaveda X1X 72.1

I3 T HAE SR SRTOE 20,997
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move; men speak only the fourth grade of speech®’. Similarly,
another seer smea says: All these musical and secret words |

have spoken to you, who knows, | have uttered these hymns and
praises as a seer to a seer— o1 AT Fa=mT FHad HEAA

Merely knowledge of grammar and dictionary meaning
of words does not take us very far. The seers, anticipating the
difficulty, themselves explained the secret statements of the
Vedas in the body of texts called smmr. We have seen above how
a phrase 'there was neither non-existence' has been explained to
mean consciousness by one of the smmr. These s are
undisputedly the oldest interpretations of the VVedas, and, give us
a deep insight into the mysteries of the Vedas.

\Y

THE TRADITION OF THE wm&rot -TEXTS

Pandit Madhusudan Ojha, a pioneer in the field, draws
our attention to the importance of the smem for understanding
secrets of the Vedas. He wrote profusely in the modern form of
the same language, viz Sanskrit, the older form of which is used
by the Vedas and which is the eldest sister, if not the mother, of
all Indo-European languages. His direct disciple Pandita Motilal
Shastri carried his message through a modern language, Hindi,
the national language of India. A disciple of Pandita Motilal
Shastri, Prof. Vasudeva Sharana Agrawala wrote in Hindi as
well as in English. But still the message remained sealed for the
scholars. Shri Karpurachand Kulish, the founder- editor of
Rajasthan Patrika, a leading daily of Hindi, took keen interest in
this new-yet-old interpretation of the Vedas with the result that it

2 =it o aRfar Wi it fagameon 3 wefon qer shfor fafea
Tt i T A aef<- HAG .08 %.¥Y
22 BT %.3.3
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started attracting the attention of a few scholars in the last
decade. Still much remains to be done.

Some of the salient features of Pandit Ojha’s method of

interpretation of the smar® are as follows:

g.

The Vedas, smmr, Upanisads and Tt are to be taken as
representing one school of thought, though emphasizing
its different aspects.

Knowledge of the ultimate reality and science of action
are inter-dependent.

%, a9 and @™ are elements, which constitute any
object.

The triad of manas, g and = constitute ste,

The manas desirse, the w9 is inspired to become
internally active (which is known as tapas), and the =&
becomes externally active (which is known as #w). Thus
we have the creation.

Devas, =% and fag” are basically the vital forces (wm).

Cosmos-Oriented Approach

The difficulty about understanding the Vedas comes

from one of their special characteristics. The Vedas adopt a
cosmic-oriented approach. This is their unique feature. We have
three possible approaches:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

Cosmic - Oriented approach, covering the whole range
of existence, conscious and unconscious.

Society - Oriented approach, dealing with human beings
in groups.

Individual - Oriented approach, dealing with individuals
in isolation.



32

Correspondingly, we have three types of literature of
India. The Vedas adopt a cosmic - oriented approach. The
second category of literature is known as =5fd, which is society -
oriented. The individual - oriented approach is adopted by the
philosophical literature of India called <3f.

The later two types of literature i.e. wfa and =2, also
claim that they follow gfd i.e. the Vedas. The implication is that
the society and the individual should base their ethos on the
divine working of the cosmos. Any act of the individual or any
social organization is bound to fail, if, it does not fall in line with
the divine scheme of the cosmos, which is much more powerful
than any man made scheme.

The Difficulty of Terminology

For the latter two types of literature, the society -
oriented and the individual — oriented, we have the
corresponding literature all over the world. Therefore, it is easy
to find the terms in other languages for expressing ideas
contained in =fa® and philosophical literature. But we hardly
have anything elsewhere else corresponding to the cosmic -
oriented Vedic literature. Therefore, it becomes very difficult to
find suitable synonyms for Vedic words. The readers will,
therefore, kindly bear with us if they find that we are using the
original terms sometimes in transliterated form rather than
taking the risk of translating them inadequately. For example, it
would be almost impossible to translate the simple word
“dharma”, because of a holistic approach, which takes the
physical world and the spiritual world together. The word
“dharma” would stand simply for any characteristic of an
element, say, for coolness in the case of water or heat in the case
of fire, if we were dealing with physics; but when we are dealing
with ethics, it would mean “duty”. In the third context, it would
mean the basic quality of an object, which upholds it e.g. law
and order for the society. It is just one example. The Vedic word
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‘agni’ has such a wide ramification that a novice is perplexed at
the first sight and in his endeavour to give an equivalent to every
word, he may simply translate it as ‘fire’ with the result that the
spirit of the original is lost in toto. We have, therefore, used the
original Sanskrit terms in the internationally accepted
transliterated form.

The Model of Nature

The smor do not paraphrase such terms, rather they try to
clarify the concept. The sentences clarifying such concepts are
met with in stefare. The smemr deal with the working of the natural
forces in the universe. They hold that the nature’s way of
working provides a model for human behavior— &
T T=RY YAESATad and Yehfdafghida: e So they deal
with both—the nature’s way of working is dealt with under
srefang and the path to be followed by human beings is elaborated
under vidhi. Under sefarg we find an explanation of what is going
on in the cosmos and what are the rules that govern the cosmos.
In short, it is an inter-play of agni consuming soma at a different
level. This process of consumption of soma by agni is
technically known as ==, which is constantly being followed in
nature. We, the human beings, are to follow it in our own lives.
The =3, at nature’s level goes on spontaneously, whereas, human
beings are to perform it with great care and exertion throughout
their lives. This is obligatory and there is no alternative to it>.

The Art of Living

The method of performance of =3 is such that by its
performance we achieve everything - - mundane and super
mundane®*, but we are not bound by the vagaries of our prides

z Teg: AveAra- e i@ .. Cf ==t g6 . & 7 @
HEES TA-TNA L.
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and prejudices, we remain truly free and yet enjoy all the
blessings of nature - a delicious food, heroic progeny, animals
and men at our service, fame and, and above all, the glory of
knowledge— =AM =Rl wafd | #eM™ wafd wo@n ogyfe:
SIS 4 | 78T shicdi | We relish all this, and much more, but we
do not get attached to them?. This is the true art (or science, if
you so like) of life. The best minds of India, right from the seers
of the Vedas up to Mahatma Gandhi in our own times, have been
developing this art for the benefit of humanity without any
discrimination of cast, creed or colour®.

Arya is Not a Race

There is a belief that the VVedas are the sacred books of
the Hindus, but this belief is not supported by the Vedas
themselves.

It is true that the Hindus preserved the Vedas, held them
in high respect and tried to follow them through the ages, yet, as
far as the Vedas are concerned, they do not speak of Hindus but
give a message for all mankind. In fact, anybody and everybody
can follow that message without conversion to any specific form
of religion. That is why the followers of the Vedas did not
believe in conversion of religion like the missionary religions,
but in the conversion of heart from ignobility to nobility; the
Vedic word for nobility being Arya. Western scholars, in the
beginning, thought that Arya is a race, but later they said that
Aryan stands for those all who speak the languages of an Aryan

28 T FH fed - I9eE ¥o.R
% The Jainas and the Buddhists also held the Vedas in high esteem as
is clear from the terms 2== (=3a<¥) in Jaina literature and 3=
(=3a=9) and 3Ry (=agurat:) in Buddhist literature. Dr. Mangaldeva
Shastri, “Rdra HeRfa #1 fawm, 3w ur, uRd= Jrs g, SR, 3rd

Edition, 2290, P.gwx
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family®’, which covers almost all the modern and classical
languages of Europe as also of Iran. The tradition, however, is
firm that Arya means nothing but noble. Throughout the
literature, a noble man is addressed as Arya (just as we use the
English term ‘Sir’) without any discrimination of his cast, creed
or colour or ethnic or linguistic group. The message of the Vedas
is for all who wish to be noble. All of us are sons of the same
mother, the Earth?®,

VI

KNOWLEDGE AND ACTION

Life has two aspects—knowledge and action. Knowledge
leads to freedom and action leads to success in life. Knowledge
belongs to the sphere of unity, actions to the sphere of diversity.
We have to involve ourselves in activities of diverse fields—
physical, mental and intellectual but at the same time have to
remain steadfast in the knowledge of our consciousness where
all diversity dissolves into one. The activities fall under the
domain of science, the realisation of unity of all existence is the
fruit of knowledge par-excellence.

The word ‘Veda’ has many meanings—precisely four
meanings®—but the most important of them is ‘knowledge’.
Veda is the book of knowledge. It contains knowledge of two
types—mundane knowledge and supra mundane knowledge— 5

o | have declared again and again that if | say Aryan. | mean neither

blood nor bones, nor skull nor hair. I mean simply those who speak
the Aryan language—Max Muler quoted by Rishi Kumar Misra in
his 'Before the beginning and after the End' Rupa & Co., New
Delhi, 2000, P.487.

28 AT gfa: ST g - e, 2R.2.2%

2 Explained in another book Holistic Approach of The Vedas .
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mundane knowledge is knowledge par -excellence whereas
mundane knowledge is pragmatic. The latter must be based on
the former, but it is also equally important, rather more
important than the former. If we do not possess knowledge par-
excellence, we miss immortality but if we do not have mundane
knowledge we meet death now and here.

This division of knowledge is based on the structure of
our brain. Fritjof Capra describes this structure in the following
manner in his book, The Turning Point :

“Left hemisphere, which seems to be more specialised in
analytic, linear thinking which involves processing information
sequentially, the right hemisphere, controlling the left side seems
to function predominantly in a holistic mode that is appropriate
for synthesis and tends to process information more diffusedly

and simultaneously®.”

Linear thinking controls the diversified activities; the
knowledge par-excellence of the underlying unity is the outcome
of the holistic mode of thinking. Combination of the two leads
to perfection.

Holistic Approach Neglected

What happened during the last three thousand years or so
is that the Indians made a blunder by neglecting the mundane
knowledge under the false notion that it leads to bondage, and
concentrated on knowledge par-excellence in the hope that it
alone will lead to freedom. It made the nation physically and
materially weak. One who is devoid of power cannot achieve the
fruits of freedom also— AT SI@EHA @=:. This is the root

%0 Fritjof Capra, The Turning Point P.293
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cause of India’s present plight. This happened inspite of the
clear warning given by the Yajurveda in following words:

Those who stick to mundane knowledge alone grope in
darkness, but, those who confine themselves only to knowledge
par - excellence are led to a still thicker darkness.

The fruits of both these kinds of knowledge are different.
This have we heard from those who have delivered the secret to
us.

Those who combine the mundane as well the supra-
mundane knowledge, cross over the death through mundane
knowledge and attain immortality through knowledge par-
excellence®.

VIl

THE DIVINE SCIENCE

It is very interesting to note that the word for mundane
knowledge in Vedic literature is science (fa=m)*2. Any
knowledge, which provides practical guidance to facilitate our
worldly activities, is science. The knowledge, which leads to
efficient cooking of food, is nothing short of science. The
science could be divine as well as devilish. When science is
backed by the knowledge of unity not only of mankind but also
of all existence, it is divine; when it is based on the duality of
‘one’s own’ and ‘the other’, it is devilish. The 35 Is a divine

science <& 16 SIREHARTHSEIHT 2 HT & |

@ sTee=m: gfawf AsTaramgured | 7d 37 39 3 a6 7 3 T @
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The far, the most popular work of Vedic tradition, laid
equal emphasis on action and knowledge® and yet its message
was lost to those who declared the world to be an illusion—
seTfHeAr —and, hence, all worldly activities as reprehensible.
The Vedic literature declared in unequivocal term that names
and forms are true® and, therefore, the world is not an illusion
but an embodiment of the creator.

Unity in Diversity

With unity of the universe, the Vedic literature is
undoubtedly monotheistic but it speaks of one reality under
many names in accordance with its various aspects>. The forms
of reality under different names also differ, but, this difference is
not of fundamental nature. Fundamental is the unity of all
existence®. This concept leads to identification of one name and
form of reality with all other names and forms of reality. The
difference of names and forms is due to the difference of
activities that characterize the reality.

It is the grandeur of reality that so many activities are
associated with it*’. Reality is throbbing with life at every
minutest point. This is due to the omnipresent vital forces ().
These vital forces are termed as devas®, if associated with solar
system and z=ar, if not associated with solar system. As
performer of different activities these devas or zaar are different
but as vital force they are one. Any deva, therefore, can be
identified with any other deva.
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When we speak of one deva, we extol him as superior to all
other devas with reference to the performance of a particular
activity. In reality, there is no superiority or inferiority of one
deva over the other™.

The devas or vital forces work at all levels — physical,
mental or intellectual. Agni, for example, not only cooks the
food at physical level as simple fire of the kitchen, but also
digests the food within the body as life giving force (3am)* and
inspires the intellect as seer*. The simple truth is that energy is
one which works at all levels, physical as well as supra physical.

WA

MIND AND MATTER

This energy is psychic, a living force, and not a blind
force of dead nature. Therefore, we have cosmos and not chaos.
In fact, there is nothing dead in the cosmos, otherwise how could
it obey the laws, which are not blind, but meaningful? Every
particle of the universe is proceeding on a purposeful journey.
The difference between mind and matter is that of degree and
not of fundamental nature.

Mind and matter no longer appear to belong to two
fundamentally separate categories, as Descartes believed, but,
can be seen to represent merely different aspects of the same
universal process. We realise that the environment is not only
alive but also mindful, like ourselves*.

Whereas some thinkers of the West once believed
animals not as living beings but as ‘crying machine’, Sir

%9 7 f 9 scrveR! SaTEl 7 FARE: | fave Tal 7ot 5q- AT £.30.2
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Jagadish Chandra Bose proved scientifically, what Manu had
declared thousands of years ago, that even plants have the
feeling of pain and pleasure— 31=1: €= Ha=dd @G @HATI: |
Vedas go a step further and declare that even stones have a soul,
which means that they have not only a body, but also a life-
force and a mind. It is, therefore, meaningful to address the
stones like; ‘O stones! listen>*.

Creator and Creation

All this is the byproduct of what we have said in the
beginning — the consciousness has unfolded itself as universe.
No part of the universe can, therefore, be without mind.

“God is not the creator, but the mind of universe. A
living organism is a self organising system which means
that its order is not imposed by the environment but is
established by the system itself**.

In short, the Vedic literature summarises the position
when it says “the creator created the creation and himself
entered into it*. The Vedas do not preach animism of the
primitive man but livingness of everything of the universe,
which saves it from being a chaos.

The Relation of the Whole and its Parts

We have to appreciate the difference between the two
approaches—the approach of the materialist and the approach of
the spiritualist. The materialist believes that the whole is
composed of parts just as a car is composed of its different parts.

43
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The tyres of a car may be made somewhere else in a different
factory; the engine in a different factory and the body of the car
in a third factory and all the three may be joined together to
make a car. This cannot happen with a tree i.e. we cannot create
its trunk, branches, leaves, flowers and fruits at different places
and join them together to make a tree. This is so because a car
has no life whereas the tree has life. The question is—whether
this universe is a living organism, or, a machine, having diverse
parts. If it is a living organism, it must have one origin and that
one may assume diversity; if it is a machine, its various parts
should be fundamentally different. The Vedic seers hold that the
universe is a living organism and, therefore, it has one origin of
all, whether living or non-living®. How one becomes many and
that too of diameterically opposite nature is the central theme of
the Vedic literature. Therefore, let us deal with this process.

One becomes many

The one consciousness has an inherent power, and, just
as heat is not different from fire, this inherent power is not
different from consciousness*’. This power of consciousness
expresses itself in the form of activity through which the un-
manifest consciousness becomes manifest*®. This manifestation
of consciousness is the universe. This is comparable to our state
of awakening after sleep®. This activity of the consciousness
starts covering the consciousness gradually with the result that

46 T A1 2 e g AT cueR
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there starts a journey from the subtle to gross. This power is
called the power of limiting (=) the unlimited.

IX

FOUR QUADRUPLET

Consciousness has no limit, but as this power, =, starts
working, a limit is put to it. Unlimited consciousness cannot
create, only the limited consciousness (called gz w) can create.
There is movement—centrifugal and centripetal: centrifugal
movement gives birth to agni which expands and centripetal
movement gives birth to soma, which contracts. Soma is the
food to be consumed (bhogya) and agni is the consumer (%ir)>°
Agni, again, assumes three forms: gross, subtle and subtler i.e.
agni, =g and enfica. Added to this triad, soma, form the
quadruplet. These four—agni, =g, suf<a and soma form the
subject matter of the four Vedas.

At the physical level also, we have the triad of earth,
atmosphere and heaven to which is added the region of
undisturbed energy (called sma:), thus making a quadruplet at the
physical level™.

At the micro level, first we have the duality of soul and
body. The body is again three fold—the gross, the subtle and the
causal. The gross is made up of flesh, blood and bones etc. The
subtle body consists of five sensory senses, mind, intellect, five
vital forces and five motor nerves (karmendriays). The causal
body carries the impressions of our activities. These three bodies
coupled with soul make another quadruplet at micro level.

50 T ST, TR - T8 20.23%.6
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At the level of nature, we have a three-fold division of

nature — the dormant, the dynamic and the illuminating. The
dormant part of nature forms the body, the dynamic part imparts
movement and the illuminating part forms the intelligence.
Added to this triad is the soul beyond nature and we have yet
another quadruplet.

Four Duads

(i)

(1)

Now, let us first of all understand the nature of duads. A
part of the consciousness is manifest, another part
remains un-manifest, but the consciousness basically
remains undivided. Manifest and un-manifest are
apparently opposed to each other but fundamentally

they are one.

Let us take another duad of agni and soma. Agni moves
from the center towards circumference but only up to a
mark and then it starts moving back to the center i.e. it
converts itself into soma. Similarly, soma moves from
circumference to the center but after a limit it turns back
to circumference thus playing the role of agni. This
means that though apparently opponents, yet agni and
soma are inter-convertible. They supplement each other.
Without this duad helping each other, creation is just
impossible. If agni were to have only centrifugal
movement, things will go on expanding infinitely,
reducing themselves to naught. If soma, on the other
hand, were to have infinite centripetal movement, things
will go on contracting to a point when they become
zero. Similarly, the duads of soul and body, and
consciousness and nature, help each other.
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(ilf)  We can have a familiar example of men and women.
They are basically one. That is why change of sex is
possible. But they play a different role in procreation.
Manu says that same self bifurcated itself into two®*—
man and woman.

(iv)  This is how, by realizing the basic unity underlying
duality; we can establish harmony in contradiction. The
basic duality is that of being and becoming, the
continuity and change. The body, for example, changes,
the soul remains unchanged and both of them go
together.

Triads

Coming to triads, there are basically three forms—qross,
subtle and subtler—of the self-same element. All these three go
together. This produces not only plurality but also the diversity.

When we come to quadruplets, we find that the first three
constituents of each quadruplet are immanent whereas the last
one is transcendental. Nature, with its three constituent
attributes, for example, is changeable, whereas the soul is
immutable. The Vedic seers did not neglect either the immanent
or the transcendental aspect of life. Worldly prosperity and
spiritual peace must go together.

Having dealt with some hints about how one becomes
many, it would be appropriate now in the fitness of things to go
in to some details of @5, which is the pivot on which the whole
Vedic thought rotates.

%2 fgen e TeueH qEuisvaq | 18 A W qw foRSmgsey: -
TIEM 23R
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The Process of Assimilation

We have said that the oblation of soma, the food, into
agni, the consumer, is =5. A little thought will reveal that this
process of assimilation and elimination is the cause of all
changes from birth to death. The quality and the quantity of
soma decide the form of an object. It varies from time to time
and object to object. Hence there is difference between one
object and another object. The soma helps agni and is, as it were,
its junior partner®. This process of @@ then brings about six
modifications— the birth, existence, growth, change, decay and
destruction. This is how == becomes all pervading in the
universe.

Now, when agni consumes the soma, it cannot assimilate
the whole of it. The portion, which is assimilated by it, becomes
its part and parcel (Brahmaudana)™. The rest of the portion is
ejected away by it, which becomes the food of another object
(pravargya)®. The cow eats grass, a portion of which is
absorbed by her body, but another portion is ejected as milk or
cow-dung. Milk becomes the food for the calf and cow-dung
becomes food for the plants. This is the natural process of give-
and-take, which is imitated in the society— T&Ifd Sfdgonfd T
HH: FAH: |

X

THE SEASONS

At the physical level, the earth revolves round the sun,
not in a circle but in an ecliptic form. This is known as the
crooked movement of the earth, (sarvatsara) which makes the
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year (samvatsara) to consist of different seasons which again are
nothing but a combination of hot and cold, hot being the agni
and cold being the soma®®. Thus, seasons are also the result of ==
through which the year regulates the universe®” and the seasons
become creative®. The seed is sown at a particular temperature
and the crops ripe at another temperature. Seasons thus become
important in the creative process. That is why seasons play a
deciding role in the performance of ==, and therefore, they are
spoken of as fag’ i.e. having the energy to procreate.

The food grain is prepared through a natural == going on
in the nature. The plant assimilates four elements from earth,
atmosphere, heaven and smareiss — the solid part from the earth
(known as dadhi), oiliness from atmosphere (known as =)
sweetness from heaven (known as madhu)® and tastefulness
from s (known as soma)®.

The Cow

In milk of the cow, all of these four elements are
available, because she is the abode of the devas of earth (i.e.
vasu)®!, of atmosphere (i.e. rudra)®, of heaven (i.e. =nfe=r)®® and
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is the center of nectar®. She is not to be tortured. Her milk
should rather be used, which is tasteful, invigorating and above
all having medicinal qualities—

g UTehid eI aTqas= | U 9IS T g
SterT= THRE I

This factor made cow an object of worship for the Vedic
people.

Our Bodies

When milk of the cow or any other food-grain, is
consumed by us, another == starts in the digestive system (4
form of agni). A part of it is assimilated; the other part is
eliminated as excreta. The assimilated part is again offered as
oblation and the eliminated part is retained as liquid and the
assimilated part is converted into blood. The process continues
and we have flesh, fat, bones, marrow and semen- == adl #iE
AReErsfee =1 sifeerdt A= @@ Yk Yeee. T yEes: | So far the
terrestrial portion (called dadhi) of the food is active. The
atmospheric part of the food (called =) changes into luster of
halo and the last, super-most celestial, part (called madhu)
becomes mind. Thus the oblations of the whole universe work in
the production of a single food grain and that food grain makes
our total personality from body to mind. It is because of this that
the Vedic people took special care about the food they ate—
s T e w1 |

Xl
THE PHILOSOPHY OF DYNAMISM
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The Vedas attribute a very high place to the active
worldly life because it is only a householder who can perform
7. It takes two to perform a =, a husband and a wife, both of
whom are replica of agni and soma; one is incomplete without
the other. A student (s==m), a recluse (a=gw=) or an ascetic
(w=m=)—all depend on a householder not only for food but for
knowledge also®. The Sanskrit word for wife (W) is a synonym
for one who shares the == with her hushand— AT TR,

Desires

Desires cover a very wide range. In fact, sex is a small
part of one of the four ends of human life i.e. fulfililment of
desires (™). Desires are a part of the universal scheme. Man is
a psychosomatic creature—he has both the body and the mind.
Desire is the essence of mind®. We cannot eliminate it. In fact
no == can be performed without a desire. The first @5, which
created the universe, is called the yielder of desires (smm)°".

Desires, as we know, take us astray but they are the
essential parts of our being. Manu says that desires, therefore,
are to be sublimated and not to be uprooted. They can be
controlled by limiting them to the study of the Vedas and to the
performance of the activities prescribed therein. It is not a
dogmatic assertion but a call for going to the roots of our
existence. We perceive the gross physical existence through our
senses. So do the animals. The roots of this existence lie in the
subtle, which is beyond senses and can be known only through
the Vedas, which contain the statements of the seers having
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super-sensory powers. Those seers prescribed a course of action
also for all of us, which we should follow. It is a course of action
based, not only on the common - sense understanding of the
worldly necessities of the individual or the society, but also, on
the deep understanding of the ultimate destiny of man. Man,
amongst all creatures, has a special target to achieve for which
even the gods are not entitled.and that is to obtain liberation here
and now.

The Man

There is a story in the s, Creatures—demons, gods,
and the departed souls having ethereal bodies, men and
animals—approached the Lord to enquire as to what should be
their food. The Lord ordained that the gods should take food
offered to them in Yajiia (==t by name) once in a year, in the
bright half (sw=m) of the year. Moreover, solar light shall be
their food. For the departed souls, he prescribed the taking of
food (==&m by name) once in a month. Moreover, lunar light shall
be their food. For men, he prescribed taking of food (7=: by
name) twice a day, morning and evening. Moreover, light of fire
shall be their food. For animals, no timings for food were
prescribed. Men shall be their light. For demons, deceitfulness
was prescribed as food. Moreover, ignorance itself shall be their
light.

The story continues that every creature followed the
order of the Lord, except men— AT Tae 2Afasemf. It is a
symbolic story. All creatures, except men, follow the laws of
nature. It is only men who violate the laws and pollute nature.
And yet, he is supreme. The reason is that he is nearest to
Lord®®. All devas reside in him collectively. God made man after

%8 Tl & TSTTTGEH -~ I9 ¥.3.%.3
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his own image. All other creatures merely exist, man alone has a
life because he seeks some purpose of his existence. He is not
satisfied merely with food, clothing and housing but seeks the
Truth, the Good and the Beautiful. In other words, he seeks his
identification with the creator, which no other creature does. He
can do so because he can apply his mind (Mana, from which the
word ‘man’ is derived)®.

The universe is an expansion of the creator (@ewsmafd) but
he himself stays immutable at the center (yoni) (7= w=mafa)®. All
creatures dwell at the circumference, man alone can approach the
center. He can, therefore, attain perfection. The true life () lies
at the center, name and form only cover it". It is this center, by
knowing which one knows everything, just as, by knowing clay
one knows everything made of clay, the pitcher, the pot etc. The
center is abstract () and the circumference is concrete (satya).
This centre is known by various names - agni, manu and wsirdfd,
Indra, s and s=m.’? Man is the only creature who can attain
perfection by getting into touch with the centre and yet, he
violates the laws of nature because he is afflicted by ignorance
and its offshoots—ego, attachment, aversion, and prejudices. The
only saving clause is that he can overcome ignorance and its
effects by knowledge and by following the path of action
prescribed by the Vedas. He has the choice to remain in ignorance
or to dispel it by knowledge; this is his freedom of will.
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X1l
THE EVOLUTION

The Vedas have a theory of evolution of their own which
is different from that of Darwin because it does not start from
amoeba but from matter and minerals. We have spoken of agni,
gy, sfe and soma. They indicate the different stages of
evolution. Agni is omnipresent; it is present even in a piece of
stone. Earth, in fact, is said to contain agni in its womb. The
terrestrial form of life is the lowest. A piece of stone touches the
earth with its whole body. It has no awareness (31&3), though it is
living; just as we have no awareness when we are unconscious.
Then comes the vegetable kingdom. It raises its body from the
earth in the atmosphere, touching the earth with one foot i.e. its
trunk. The arg, the deva of atmosphere becomes active. Thus we
have plants that are inwardly conscious (s1=i: &3) but outwardly
unconscious. Then comes the animal kingdom. Insects touch the
earth with more than two feet, four, six or even more in the case
of centipedes. Here, the gravitational force of earth has started
diminishing, the celestial deva, g4, has started expressing itself.

The animals become conscious outwardly also, (afg: d)
yet, they still face the earth, their backbones remain parallel to
earth. In the case of man, the gravitational force of earth
becomes weaker still. He stands erect, perpendicular to earth.
We see that with the effect of the gravitational force of earth
growing weaker and of sun becoming stronger, the pattern of the
body also shows the corresponding change, and with the change
of body, intellect also evolves gradually; man being at the top of
such evolutionary ladder.

But the process of evolution does not stop here. There is
something beyond intellect which remains un-affected by the up
and down of life— stagt =& gew: 1 It is the soul. Those amongst
men, who transcend the intellect, realise this soul and by which
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realization, they approach the centre of which we have spoken
above. This state is the state of soma, beyond emfeea. Thus
corresponding to the four devas we have four stages of
evolution, as shown in the chart given below:-

DEVA | VEDA POWER CREATURE
Agni EGL To have basic | Stones Minerals etc
life force
arg Yajurveda |To feel Plants
inwardly
sfe | EWER To feel and to | (i) Insects touching the
express earth with maximum
outwardly part of their body.
(if) Animals facing the
earth.

(iii) Birds with face
little above the earth.
(iv) Men — Standing
erect.

Soma  |Atharaveda | Transcending |Realized soul.
intellect

At the level of the creator (3%v) also, we have these four
stages; the first stage (called &v) is agni-predominated. The
second stage (called @& ) is arg - predominated. The third stage
(called avyaya) is =wfeea - predominated and the last stage (called
TeR) is soma-predominated. Now, because the creator (3%w) has
these four stages, which have their correspondence in man alone,
therefore, man and creator have been given a common name—
7&W. It is not that men have imagined God in their own image,
God has really fashioned man in his own image.

X1l

THE ENDS OF HUMAN LIFE
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These four stages of development constitute the body, the
mind, the intellect and the soul of a man. Each of these
constituents has its own requirement. The body requires the
material things (artha), the mind requires fulfillment of desires
(™), the intellect require justice (dharma) and the soul demands
freedom (=i&r). These are the four ends of human life (ge ),
which make it perfect. None of them is to be neglected. This is
the holistic approach of the Vedas. Thus we have the following
quadruplets corresponding to the four Vedas.

VEDA END OF PORTION OF LIFE |CLASS OF SOCIETY
HUMAN LIFE | IN WHICH THE WHICH MEETS THE
END ISTO BE REQUIREMENT
ACHIEVED
ESEK Material First 25 years of | The working class.
objects student life.
Yajurveda Desires Second portion of |The business
life (25-50): house | community.
holder's life.
e Justice Third portion of | The administrators.
retired life of
contemplation
(50-75) .
Atharvaveda |Freedom The last of life: The philosophers.
Ascetics (75-100)

The Five Layers At Micro And Macro Level

This holistic approach has another dimension also. We
understand our existence through the understanding of the
universe and vice-versa. That takes us to the unity of micro and
macro, leading ultimately to non-duality of all. Every statement
of Veda, therefore, has to be applied at micro (smeare) and macro
(s1faeq@) level, as also, to the third level which relates the two
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(=ifaga) Let us start from the micro level. Body, mind and
intellect are three levels, which are manifest. The sub-conscious
mind is the fourth level, which is semi-manifest. The fifth is the
un-manifest level of nature, which is all pervading. Now at the
macro or physical level, we have earth corresponding to body,
water corresponding to mind, fire corresponding to intellect, air
corresponding to sub-conscious mind and space corresponding
to the all-pervading mother nature.

In between these two, lies the five-fold (w=rmat) universe.
The earth, the moon and the sun are manifest. But that is not the
end of the universe. The sun rotates around another body, which
we have called the fourth region (smde=s), which is semi-
manifest. At the end, is the un-manifest self-born body of the
origin of the universe. Thus, we get the following three pentads:

MICRO LEVEL MACRO LEVEL OF THE | THE CORRESPONDING

PHYSICAL ELEMENTS LAYER OF THE FIVE
FOLD UNIVERSE

Un-manifest Space The self-born creator

nature (avyakta) P (Farmy)

Sub conscious Aj The region of Soma

mind (98M) " ()

Intellect (Buddhi) Fire The Sun

Mind (Manas) Water The Moon

Body (¥R) Clay The earth

X1V

The T And Our Life

Before concluding, we would like to give a quotation
from an ancient Vedic work, so as to show how deep and wide is
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the understanding of Vedic seers regarding == which constitutes
the central theme of the Vedic literature.

The soul is the performer of the =3. Faith is its
wife. The body is the fuel. The chest is the alter. The hair
on the body is the sacred grass (%=m). The knowledge is
the turf. The heart is the sacrificial post. The desires are
the purified butter. Anger is the animal to be sacrificed.
Penance is the fire. Self-control is the pacifier. Speech is
the fee. The life force is the priest specializing in the
%2, The eyes are the priests specialising in the smas.
Mind is the priest specializing in the Yajurveda. Ears are
the priests specialising in the Atharvaveda. The
performer is initiated for the period of his whole life.
Whatever he eats is the oblation. Whatever he drinks is
soma. His enjoyments are his milieu. His acts of walking,
sitting, and standing are the remnants of ==. His mouth is
the solar fire. The food that he takes in the morning and
evening is the fuel. The timings of morning, noon and
evening are the sessions. Day and night are the == to be
performed at fortnight. Fortnights and months are the ==
to be performed at every four months. Years are the
srevio. This is the session of all the Vedas, which comes
to a conclusion only with death. It continues for the
whole life™.

This makes it abundantly clear that = means something

deeper than a mere mechanical ritual.

0oo
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[ FFITEN FT 3TYfTa AT & G gorl #Xd §T I &l
YT T GRS [T99 37 e ° §— T,

AL St WA

Rodl IS H fa™ A S @IS i ITH Gad
HIfdhRT WISt Tk 3 o, 579 G & STIR X THst # AR
TSt HeX H Scelt ghdl ¢l 9% Whs ¥, fwe o
SMELA 7 fRa o, 8- E=Mc2 39 ¥ & 3TIHR HX AL Ja
T TSI e UASH T SHoft bl U H gl S Fehal © | 3H
g3 o STUR 8HA A0Ifaeh 3 UM =i, 59 oife &1 T &9
WH I § |

T hi WIST-TF T AJTT

T RIS H 36 ITYH I 9 Tk Hed M gl
*T T Tk fom ergfq =an &1 9 AU o d ¥ iR ame
i o 1 foa teiq =a # ufteds g1 gt © R a9
dor o &1 " s fafma & W ®-
AT TR | (T STRIE 3.3.3.24)

T 5 o STIUR I8 I 1 AU § | HETHG I1eaT
fReR oHi =gelal ST 3 9 9 &1 AT hid gC w8 R
fo fo dten o ® a1 a1 et fom § o ==t 2t sifug
o 9o wmor § 9o g § SR R o A # afRafda =
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ST € | afe €9 39 i1 &) UHe o foh fow fe e wmor o
den ford YR 9@ ¥ 9RU@ § S § @ BH a9-fome &t
Fehal TedTH € S R 39 o1 H1 of W SgEfed g
SIT@ T 3Rl dfada eTRvaes o 9% el fob faem a9 &t gfehan
o Torear =1 W B - fagme o a9q (dfiamoaes ¢.3.2) |

ST SRt 3Tafa

I9 T wgul fagm ®, fagmmae =1 srueew fagm
(Pseudo Science) &I, St fo ufydt fagml =1 faur &1 a9

S e YT, YR qu1 fogd Samen i 9 Iauy
IO Ty F U G SR HH ael fage o, e
U SIS F Y WM HI I & e ¥ & foraa € fo
FEI0T Ui H oehT <4 aTel] THI U] Al §, | ek
T o T T AUfT4E IO Ihed q1 AEHR Tdih R T8
g qu1 9k SRUSHA Hi oI § IS & HIE THA UL 3w
q7q |

ML 3T A, gfern

Sl 3o 59 for @ 9 q9 At S &1 98 o
T&f o1 o, forent S8@ g9 yRew  foran ©, o1=gen 9
faem =1 9ew waift 7 & U | 98 98 WY 7@ od fR @
el 3 S = 1 uRurw € 7, 9% AEEH % g 4 ot T
HEH AT T ARLM & Tgdl Sl S U, o fa%s,
Hufaa™ iR wEHa @ W o, e & e, Hved
iR et 9U-9=1T] (Subatomic world) T Fua o fHgid
(Theory of Probability) 3T I SUAferEi & o 9%

TS WA, ThETd a2 foamasd o1 ST o © | frfesrs
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FMT % Td Tau of Physics S e ufydt SRl &
EA g fagm &t S1EATa sl 1 dfgsw HEl ot 9t 4
3TgA AT Tfia Y fean T ® 1 oS el @ %, ae-fagm
F gd U YUl TUMUSH & WY dAlfgH S ok TR H
Sfed B aTel B | STEeFehd] FfeE i fGHT ST H T
FA R TI

ML 3k wef T

RN 3R TaE il & Tl § o o a1 U a1
Y 7 S 7 R SRR % YA < Uew - ol ud uaid,
STafh Takd & A | 9 ek - o, umor iR uered | T
7ol & T # yom wew ‘fom’ wifuss § 1 9 wew a9-famn
®1 I W WIS B g T 5 a1 §, ol MEEE F g
H <A1 ol s T 781 | 37d: foagm od-foaen qe &1 Hifaa ®
ST # |

MR 3T Sgaare

e o YR oa foEnm & dm H wHe W T S
f99 & T9@ I8 929 AN fF YT TR (Particle) € 2T
T (Wave) o1 9dl =all foh a8 o797 319 # o WA &, 7 T,
251 39 form w9 H <A1 9l €, 9% S99 H o S ©
o N A T I W W A fF g A g &
famn fasifoa &t foran 1 Gehan, dfess g9a iR go1 1 & &
T21 | I8 @IS hif<IhRl off, Fifer sH7 Sh1S oh HeX I AR
& SR h1 A& Hih gET SAfq BV IR gvF ereiq wpfa A
75q Tefud 3 e |
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9 ot T

Subject and object are only one. The Barrier between
them cannot be said to have broken down as a result of recent
experience in the Physical Science for this barrier does not exist.

-Erwing Schrodinger, What is Life? Mind and Matter,
(Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1962)P.137

IqE 3Td THTH A T, STV T | T o foTq hH-
Y-y TeF (fem) v Teg < =gy, seT 8d © € & =el
TEA 3R e TT-3TT ¥ 1§ Fhd § 2 IfG T&H q1eA
T € @ 3THME &1 Y NN ? STIHN H1 &7 AR T, Fifh
g8l 50 €, TAY H 31gd © | o7d: Tl AN YoAel rdn Ffd-
THIOT kT &1 TIfd §, SATHM AU qeh 1 A1 | SFgas weaet
@ g g T '

WAL U o Tt = faerd |
T fagf a7 aTg S g |

ahtueH fagT= 3T afaek 2

IR T g 1 T i ARl T HIT HI gual
@ & e, Toheg TR qoh ohl QIST 1 THAT 3T I
T- SIfauaEeh] STRENTATT 3191 AR UMTEe ¥ a9 dg
A | TEIER ©H A9 i Uikl W AAWITH Ifgael €1 9
foam | o9 Fven fAgm & STTER HOR & [+ uared
R § T, sifag wven stofq Sl wE ¥ s ¥ Ew
%@Wﬂ’%% o wwed &1 31 T Packets of energy. ?Tﬁ
3R A7 ! 39 3T W =R * fF aa% v <& 9 5 §-
ALY A | I FME 2 39 U9 & SW H gfa &1 /o
H W o1 3R faem- ¢ @ wror gfa’ srufq wor € 39 € 19
fearfq 1 TR 39 YR T -
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HUCH(SH T8) = ST

<9 (Y1) = ST,

3d: SR L

31d: TIUEH = G|
qT0T 3T HAt ot 9

ST® FHIG § 39 AW W@ g TR wived &
ITIIA Sl HHE S ©, ik qa-foM o ST=<rid 9ro7 <
T 1 T8 3T 39 o1 o1 SRV § foh Tad o ¥ | foa stefq
TdA] hT GHGY Bl Hh], Tafeh SME= 3 =dl &l e ST
T fRa g

T & 3 & 1 =i &l <@ | Tt =aen &, 9Tor et
T, a1 uSred ¥ | uael 9 el e €, el o WA gau ¥ | gam
* THE H TA WAl T | 39 TIAHER =T &t ke H FHel
q o1l i Uehg W qered | | St¥en WA Wt ufe 7 -
HAATHA: | S SAe W01 <9 ©- q@: WIn: | W 9§ <Al A
3T T STt 3 < o1d € 1 A 9a € A ST o Fmfa
T~ T S WG /a9 T Ud qadred: |
Hehed vIih 3R aF

39 YR & WY gfa Jur &% YR W IE W WY
foh o7 5T Y TS T Gfd BT § Hh a7 Tl THR Hl
FTred &t gfd & fore fean sar @- wdva: fg smen a9
T | (Afada Efed, R0%.28.%) FET A8 YR @ HTA
Tifet foh @A @ SUF &1 FRO B, BT IF off 9m B9 &
HRUT ST HT HRU T TN TH I8 T80 o =aneg &
gewell § & of uwh meAa e ¥ 1 gfy &y § wm g
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I G- hTHEASH G | Terdag #el § & - ‘&m

T 3c9e g | ST IR 7 <4 91 Heh, 7 fua, 7 7 | © & |

9 fageardt €1, 7o &1, § Fod g’ THERR &1 L qohdl § -
aﬁm‘raﬁwﬁrﬁ-—fém:awngqaﬁqnaﬁn
qaramta s, fager wees @ &™) W39

FUNH I
(FFAT R.3.2%)
Tt Afew € W &t | R wm @) e = @) S
T? 997 U8 U IS ¢ | W AT ¥ fh swrTeHan weie Tt
g, forg &M & o off &g 6T © 1 oTa: Al Rl aREEd
AT TG | ASHERTH ST HTHAT HIAT GLT GG HHN & SAIBH
T T HTHAT FET 7T TR B
HTHTEAT 1 WTEAT T oI g e eh 1T |
et fg aarfrm: wmdagy afge: 1)
(wgEfa R.R)
a9 € @ ‘epaedg wmuitur feshfatesd g '(a9ds
¥0.3) &I gf 1 ITe H9g RT |

H T g

T i HTAAT & I 1 ST © | = 59 S | <o
i f519 gered &1 W 9 ) 31 W Wfa T ©, 98 39
WA &9 HF # @@ T T §— Tk HIAEEm
AT S =d g dead: | At vata (e
©.2) FE® =1 39 U H 31 wig fammoia €- T iR <oan|
HT TA BT GET R A &I A B wE o g8 famE #
Observer & | Observer af€ YT &l Particle &1 T& @A
ae dl 98 Particle ﬁ'@'lg =l %, Wave & T8 <@ 9@
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Wave &1 & fS@TE <d1 8 1 I€ TBT &1 S &1 Ya9 © fH
T F SO TTOTIER HIE ThAl T— HEION YA
qremeiisTemata’ | i sl 2w STo s w6 stfveafs
T 3 HHee ¥ Lt 1 3sT o gHE off o= €, T
AR U9 301 9aT 781 © foh 39 g=o1sll &l Haad # aqd
Teh | H H9 &! Wih © | TAN A9 A9 99 & b T SR
fehept 9 &1 T X Wehat | 1ot W TH W1 HI YA A
IR W W B © foh T 3991 T TUS € | 39 UhR THRY
7o91 Wit H 1 9ea Ul | 31 H o= Wi § foheg 59 39
TIfe T ST 7 FFh I Uh hl TER-S fomax <d T
el # e w9@RR 9ae e §, @ 99 9= ¥, 9vd ®, g
IrT gR fea-gia @1 fRiy fee for 9 e wdia &icad
Tld B % |

TEBT-ITh ahl WigHT

T 7 3T & T 1 A FqE T— AAG @ uH
eI | (AT 20.33%.¥) TH d1d i TATH a9 7 It
ST T STET el faehIvl AT Siiad 1 T et gele1 ©
3R TH g=uT-Ufh T TGUAN S H1 TH ol i F3f ¢ |
T A T I UE HT A IS4 Teal | IHW A gU HET ©
& 77 & =, 99, 9M 3 Aifq e gu €, 59 yaR =
I AN § = & R Ffafsd Wwd §— IR shel: |90 ISy
Figfafgan: Tgaryifaan: (e died 2.3.%.%) | 59 71
¥ qf it foen wfea €, 39 99 &1 afwfa w1 A fomrm
F % fau Sig < g seffes S i god ot foegmm ¥ |

79 T 1 e Hehed a1er ST 8 — a0 T9: Rramdeamg |
TOfAT T 99 % I | Gehed foran St ®, <ren
<t St § | Afg 7% Gehed ge iR firg € ® O 99 9w el
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T | 99 1 AR AT 1 ol SoBT-Wh hi ggal © | 99 &1 i,
Stte & fordt ®@ H g o & o ge s=1-vite =nfed—

ford: gy gfag=amr stgiend gafa: Rt
SeTT: AheTdl ok 3116 G

Ig ®E WG T ¥, T GO WA gfedr ¥
3SR fohelt o & qa Sranefl a9 9 o1e =S i eTdan
I ST §- 3TeRfd, UIH, WM, TH, <Iaf, q9, W, QUi A
S TR WU ! et oA €, ofd: iUy Head ® |
3TRTA Hehed € | SH Gahed o1 forant-afd 9g& § | Haheq iR
& T HE-a% 07 S1eET shsd © | A SRmIfe ©, S 01 &S
a9 B 1 S BT HEET STAYIF © | WY Hehed &I Had Hgfd
T AW T AT b T G <N 7 ekt © | e ¥ umor wheRa
T W ¥ IS 9 ¥, wEadt qfs ® 1 QW I=eEnt g2 @t
SAfed § | (IAAULSRI 3.R.%.6-%) T8 NS &l ¢, o6l &l
I9 IEA BT § | 9 7 a1 fufaard § A ereudl fwan, voqa
quld: qehagd AR qed § | siad & fwet off e w gfeum
T, T S TSH BN dl Th AT 7T | 39 o kil Sk 9 7
U UM & R AR TR dfceh FHHUE 78 TSt & ST
T TS ST S @I

DERC g |

o wiear 3 =y foan fo wwufea @ 8 99 99
g gl ® 1 (Femaoh dfedn, 3.2.2) W a9 Hid HI
3791 Tod Ty i © ? Ot © R A 99 ot wd B
g1 R T 951 99 W A 33 9Tl © | 3R 79 &) T |
Tel 93 fo@rE 7 7 oI 97 39 e @ iR 9 398 33
FT AW TEI ®, FAY ®I AUA AT ST YW HE H ITA
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e a1fgu- TS TATOTIURTET: To-uel - Ugatd | 9rafaem
TV Hedl § foh ¥4 YSUfd § (SHEE S R.2.%) §H
U @ € for womufa el S R A S8 § 1 gfd e Wi e
foh oot &1 9fd @ W9 B 1 1 TH A 6 39 Hewd I 99 W
g2 vauY 7 wE X o ua fad & g d@ 9 ot Fem
Hyg T - T TIHT " fhgT yIehitd wH (@Y
STEUT €.3.2.0%) | SA WEl ARl §HHAS Hi a1 Wi
Dogma3iR Flimsy 91 3§ §, 3= o1 Hal Sy 7

T HmEERd w1 WeR ® 1 (SfEEefue s
2.2.£.3.3) 1 T9 g1 & HA H A & T 1 D oft FH & |
T8 AT 3BT TS | &1 BRI 391 aTkdfdeh §, = ©,
FHFR ¢ 7 IfG TR 3991 &1 g0 © ol a9 § ¥ % forq
SN | S U St 1 31 el § @ 2

THIE & T GOR % 99 Terd e §, Hered
ofiifa &, uare uRfad € (Sduy ST £.%.%.9) | et df 7
F T8 I o €, 99 Mg I T9e % U dodl g |
(ST STeToT ©.9%) W9 @R R et 7 fiat, =g €1 €
Tehdl- S ! S W §A g | 91 dfe et 7 g I<g |1 §8
g T A1e |

STBIIIh hl HIGHT : Teh heT

3UStt & Philosophy ¥ @1 379 T- 99 &t g
301 | 3T 9 T3l sl el dr o foh I i 3=a1 B
A TE R SAIYT U g ST | U v wear on fob 3
=1 Al qo ¥ 7, Toheg 99 W T 21 @11 e 39 frsy &y
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<k I H gan fean| R @ g9 ged @, fea e A
el < T R &l I 9 a1 T81 3 oo | et X 91”
Sa forsr &1 fR ot | ameR fehen @ s &t S H SH
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“ Left hemisphere, which seems to be more specialized in analytic,
linear thinking which involves processing information sequentially;
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the right hemisphere, controlling the left side seems to function
predominantly in a holistic mode that is appropriate for synthesis
and tends to process information more diffusely and simultaneously.
Fritjof Capra, The Turning Point. P.293.

Rational knowledge is derived from the experience we have with
objects and events in our everday environment. It belongs to the
realm of the intellect whose function is to discriminate, divide,
compare, measure and categorize. Fritjof Copra, The Tao of
Physics, p.34.

In order to compare and to classify the immense variety of shapes,
structures and phenomena around us we cannot take all their features
into account, but have to select a few significant ones. The Tao of
Physics, p.34

Quantum theory thus reveals a basic oneness of the universe, It
shows that we cannot decompose the world into independently
existing smallest units. The Tao of Physics, p.78

To overcome the gap between rational, analytical thinking and the
meditative experience of mystical truth, was, and still is , very
difficult for me. The Tao of Physics, p.12.
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“ Whenever the essential nature of things is analysed by the intellect,

it must seem absurd or paradoxical. The Tao of Physics, p.58.
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ton Matter not at all as passive and inert but as being in a continuous

dancing and vibrating motion whose rhythmic patterns are
determined by the molecular, atomic and nuclear configurations.
The Turning Point, p.88
s Physicists argue that consciousness may be an essential aspect of the
universe, and that we may be blocked from further understanding of
natural phenomena if we insist on excluding it. The Turning Point,

p.95
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ro Mind and matter no longer appear to belong to two fundamentally

separate categories, as Decarte believed but can be seen to represent
merely different aspects of the same universal process. The Turning
Point, p.290

Relativity theory has made the cosmis web come alive, so to speak
by revealing its intrinsically dynamic character; by showing that its
activity is the very essence of its being. The Turning Point, p.92

It was not possible to formulate the law of quantum theory in a fully
consistent way without reference to consciousness. The Turning
Point, p.173

We realize that the environment is not only alive but also mindful,
like ourselves. The Turning Point, p. 291

God is not the creator, but the mind of universe. In this view the
deity is, of course, neither male nor female, nor manifest in any

R0¢
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personal form but represents nothing less than the self-organizing
dynamics of the entire cosmos. The Turning Point, p.292
The further we penetrate into the submicroscopic world, the more we
shall realize how the modern physicist, like the Eastern mystic, has
come to see the world as a system of inseparable, interacting and
evermoving components with the observer being an integral part of
this system. The Tao of Physics, p.30
| (Bateson) know nothing about unorganized matter, if there be any
.... Bateson would always insist that he was a monist, that he was
developing a scientific description of the world which did not split
the universe dualistically into mind and matter or into any other
separate realities. He often pointed out that Judeo- Christian
religion, while boasting of monism was essentially dualistic because
it separated God from his creation. Uncommon Wisdom, 85.
e A living organism is a self-organizing system which means that its
order is not imposed by the environment but is established by the
system itself. In other words, self-organizing system, exhibit a
certain degree of autonomy. This does not means that they are
isolated from their environment; on the contrary, they interact with it
continually, but this interaction does not determine their
organization, they are self-organizing. Uncommon Wisdom, p. 87.
e From that moment on my understanding of the relationship between
mind and life, or mind and nature, as Bateson would put it,
continued to deepen, and with it came an increased appreciation of

2R
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the richness and beauty of Bateson’s thought. I realized fully why it
was impossible for him to separate mind and matter. Bateson looked
at the living world, he saw its principles of organization as being
essentially mental, with mind being immanent in matter at all levels
of life. He thus arrived at unique synthesis of notions of mind with
notions of matter; a synthesis that was, as he liked to point out,
neither mechanical nor supernatural. Uncommon Wisdom, p.88.

All its structures form subatomic Particles to galaxies and from
bacteria to human being are manifestations of the universal
dynamics of self organization, which means the cosmic mind,
Uncommon Wisdom, p.143.

From the perspective of seeing it as part of a larger system, the
universe, which is mindful and conscious, | would say that the rock
like everything else, participates in that larger consciousness....
When people experience the consciousness of a plant or a rock they
donot see the world as being full of objects and then add
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consciousness to that Cartesian universe. They would start out from
a fabric of conscious states out of which the Cartesian reality is then,

somehow orchestrated. Uncommon Wisdom, p.148

e As a consequence of the Cartesian division, most individuals are
aware of themselves as isolated egos existing ‘inside’ their bodies.
The mind has been separated from the body and given the futile task
of controlling it. The Tao of Physics, p.28

s AT, §.%.3%
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R In classical mechanics the properties and behavior of the parts

determine those of the whole, the situation is reversed in quantum
mechanics; it is the whole that determines the behavior of the parts;
The Turning Point. P. 86
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B go, a9 eI, 20.2.8.8%-R0
e The electrons circulate round this nucleus as planets circulate round
a sun; and the spaces between nucleus and electrons are,
comparatively as vast as those between our planets. Joseph

Mocabe, Marvales of Physics, p.45.
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131 . . . .
In classical machanics the properties and behavior of the parts

determine those of the whole, the situation is reversed in uantum
machanics: it is the whole that determines the behavior of the parts-
The Turning Point P. 86.
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Quantum theory..... Shows that we cannot decompose the world into
independently existing smallest units—Fritjof capra, The Tao of
Physics, p.78

R Matter not at all passive and inert but as being in a continous
dancing and vibrating motion—Fritjof capra, The Turning Point p.85
o It is not possible to formulate the law of Quantum theory in a fully
consistent way without reference to consciousness— Ibid.p. 173 We
realize that the environment is not only alive but also mindful, like
ourselves---1bid. p 291
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