
Connected with the concept of ¢tm¢ is the question of life after death.

There has been a natural curiosity in man to know as to what happens after death;

Almost all religions have spoken about life hereafter, about hell and heaven. The Vedic

religion is no exception. The Vedic literature deals with life hereafter in some great detail.

It also tells how our life could be happy even after death. It is clear that the treatment

of this subject is mainly based on faith. The scriptures are the only authority on this

subject; other pram¢¥as cannot grasp this subject.

BODYBODYBODYBODYBODY

As far as our own experience is concerned we see that the body perishes after death.

Therefore, the most fundamental question is as to whether there is something which

survives death. This body is formed by the food which we eat and has five elements :

space, air, fire, water and earth. The Upanisads give a systematic description of how the

body is formed from the semen which is the essence of the food that we eat.1

CONSCIOUSNESSCONSCIOUSNESSCONSCIOUSNESSCONSCIOUSNESSCONSCIOUSNESS

Question arises as to whether the unconscious elements can generate consciousness

which we are. °yurveda, therefore, accepts that there is the sixth unmanifest element of

consciousness in addition to the above mentioned five elements, which make a person.2

As for one who is liberated from all desires it is clearly stated that his personality

merges into universal self after death.3 This being so the question of any further

discussion about life after death does not arise in such cases.
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v. •Ê∑§Ê‡ÊÊmÊÿÈ—, flÊÿÊ⁄UÁÇŸ—, •ªA⁄UÊ¬—, •ŒỖèÿ— ¬ÎÁÕflË, ¬ÎÁÕ√ÿÊ •Ê·œÿ—, •Ê·œËèÿÊ̆ ÛÊ¢ •ÛÊÊº̋Ã—, ⁄UÃ‚— ¬ÈL§·—–
‚ flÊ ∞· ¬ÈL§·Ê˘ÛÊ⁄U‚◊ÿ— - ÃÒÁûÊ⁄UËÿÊ¬ÁŸ·Œ˜Ô Quoted by Pt. Motilal Shastri

w. ¬ÎÁÕ√ÿÊ¬SÃ¡ÊflÊÿÈ⁄UÊ∑§Ê‡Ê¢, ’˝rÊÔøÿÊ¸√ÿQ§◊˜Ô ßàÿÃ ∞fl ·«˜UÔœÊÃfl— ‚◊ÈÁŒÃÊ— “¬ÈL§·” ßÁÃ ‡ÊéŒ¢ ‹÷ãÃ - ø⁄U∑§
z.x

x. ÿÕÊŒ∑¢§ ‡ÊÈh ‡ÊÈh◊ÊÁ‚Q¢§ ÃÊŒÎªfl ÷flÁÃ– ∞fl¢ ◊ÈŸÁfl¸¡ÊŸÃ •Êà◊Ê ÷flÁÃ ªÊÃ◊

- ∑§∆UÊ¬ÁŸ·Œ˜Ô y.vz
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The Ved¢nta speaks of consciousness as all-pervading and as without any

modification.4 In such a situation, even if we accept consciousness as different from body,

the answer would be that consciousness remains the same whether we are alive or dead.

TRANSITORY ASPECTTRANSITORY ASPECTTRANSITORY ASPECTTRANSITORY ASPECTTRANSITORY ASPECT

On the other hand, the scriptures also speak of a person being good by good action

and being bad by bad action.5 It means that there are two aspects of consciousness -- the

transcendental which does not change and the transitory. Transcendentally, the self is

all-pervading and without modification but there is the transitory aspect of consciousness

which undergoes change in living state and which continues to undergo change even

after death unless, of course, one merges with the universal self (as stated above). It is

this transition with which we are concerned here as part of Vedic-eschatology. The basic

idea is that as we act and know, so do we make our personality, and as our personality

in the living state, so will be our life after death.

LIFE HEREAFTERLIFE HEREAFTERLIFE HEREAFTERLIFE HEREAFTERLIFE HEREAFTER

We find such statement as one goes to sun after death.6 There is also a statement that

one assumes another body immediately after leaving one body.7 All this has to be

understood in some detail.

PHENOMENA OF CHANGEPHENOMENA OF CHANGEPHENOMENA OF CHANGEPHENOMENA OF CHANGEPHENOMENA OF CHANGE

All nature is undergoing change at every moment. These changes have been

classified into six modification -- birth, existence, change, growth, decay and destruction.

On the other hand, we have six stages of awaking, dreaming, sleeping, delusion,

unconsciousness and death.

y. •Êà◊ÒflÊœSÃÊÃ˜Ô, •Êà◊Ê¬Á⁄UCÔUÊÃ˜Ô •Êà◊Ê ¬‡øÊÃ˜Ô, •Êà◊Ê ¬È⁄USÃÊÃ˜Ô, •Êà◊Ê ŒÁˇÊáÊÃ, •Êà◊Ê ©UûÊ⁄UÃ—– •Êà◊flŒ¢
‚fl¸◊Ỗ– •„U◊flÊœSÃÊÃỖ, •„U◊È¬Á⁄UCÔUÊÃỖ, •„¢U ¬‡øÊÃỖ, •„¢U ¬È⁄USÃÊÃỖ, •„¢U ŒÁˇÊáÊÃ—, •„U◊ÈûÊ⁄UÃ—– •„U◊flŒ¢ ‚fl¸◊Ỗ
- ¿UÊãŒÊÇÿÊ¬ÁŸ·Œ˜Ô |.wz

z. ÿÕÊ∑§Ê⁄UË ÿÕÊøÊ⁄UË ÃÕÊ ÷flÁÃ– ‚ÊœÈ∑§Ê⁄UË ‚ÊœÈ÷¸flÁÃ ¬Ê¬∑§Ê⁄UË ¬Ê¬Ê ÷flÁÃ– ¬Èáÿ— ¬ÈáÿŸ ∑§◊¸áÊÊ ÷flÁÃ–
¬Ê¬— ¬Ê¬Ÿ– •ÕÊ πÀflÊ„ÈU— - ∑§Ê◊◊ÿ ∞flÊÿ¢ ¬ÈL§· ßÁÃ– ‚ ÿÕÊ∑§Ê◊Ê ÷flÁÃ, Ãà∑˝§ÃÈ÷¸flÁÃ, ÿà∑˝§ÃÈ÷¸flÁÃ,
ÃÃỖ ∑§◊¸ ∑È§L§Ã, ÿà∑§◊¸ ∑È§L§Ã ÃŒÁ÷‚ê¬lÃ–

- ’Î„UŒÊ⁄Uáÿ∑§Ê¬ÁŸ·Œ˜Ô y.y.y.z

{. •Õ ÿòÊÒÃS◊Êë¿U⁄UË⁄UÊŒÈà∑˝§Ê◊ÁÃ, •ÕÒÃÒ⁄Ufl ⁄UÁ‡◊Á÷M§äfl¸◊Ê∑˝§◊Ã– ‚ ÿÊflÃ˜Ô ÁˇÊåÿã◊Ÿ—, ÃÊflŒÊÁŒàÿ¢ ªë¿UÁÃ– -
¿UÊãŒÊÇÿÊ¬ÁŸ·Œ˜Ô }.{.z

|. ÃlÕÊ ÃÎáÊ¡‹ÊÿÈ∑§Ê ÃÎáÊSÿÊãÃ¢ ªàflÊãÿ◊ÊÒ∑˝§◊◊Ê∑˝§êÿÊà◊ÊŸ◊È¬‚¢„U⁄UÁÃ ∞fl◊flÊÿ◊Êà◊Œ¢ ‡Ê⁄UË⁄¢U ÁŸ„Uàÿ •ÁfllÊ¢
ª◊ÁÿàflÊ˘ãÿ◊Ê∑˝§◊◊Ê∑˝§êÿÊà◊ÊŸ◊È¬‚¢„U⁄UÁÃ - ’Î„UŒÊ⁄Uáÿ∑§Ê¬ÁŸ·Œ˜Ô y.y.y
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8. ∫r¢ddhavijn…¢na Part IV, P. 55

~. v- œÊÃÈ¡ËflÊŸÊ¢ó‡Ê⁄UË⁄UÊflë¿UŒŸ-ˇÊáÊªÁÃ— (v)

 ŸÊòÊ-•flSÕÊªÁÃ—, ŸÊÁ¬ flÊ ∑§Ê‹ªÁÃ—

flÒEÊŸ⁄UÊflë¿UŒŸ-÷ÊflªÁÃ— (w)

w- ◊Í‹¡ËflÊŸÊ¢ó ‡Ê⁄UË⁄UÊflë¿UŒŸ-ˇÊáÊªÁÃ— (v)

flÒEÊŸ⁄UÊflë¿UŒŸ-÷ÊflªÁÃ— (w)  ŸÊòÊ-∑§Ê‹ªÁÃ—

ÃÒ¡‚Êflë¿UŒŸ-•flSÕÊªÁÃ— (x)

x- ¡Ëfl¡ËflÊŸÊ¢ó ‡Ê⁄UË⁄UÊflë¿UŒŸ-•flSÕÊªÁÃ— (v)

flÒEÊŸ⁄UÊflë¿UŒŸ-÷ÊflªÁÃ— (w)  •òÊ ø ‚fl¸ªÁÃ‚◊ãflÿ—

ÃÒ¡‚Êflë¿UŒŸ-•flSÕÊªÁÃ— (x)

¬˝ÊôÊÊflë¿UŒŸ-∑§Ê‹ªÁÃ— (y)

Ibid, P. 55

In stones and metals, we have momentary change and six modifications also but we

do not have the sixth stage of death.8 In the vegetable life, we have six stages also but

there is nothing like transmigration of soul. It is only with regard to the animal kingdom

and mankind that we have transmigration of soul after death.9 It is the subtle body,

consisting of Vai∫v¢nar¢, Taijasa and Pr¢jn…a, which transmigrates from one body to

another body.

SYMPTOMS OF DEATH COMING IN NEAR FUTURESYMPTOMS OF DEATH COMING IN NEAR FUTURESYMPTOMS OF DEATH COMING IN NEAR FUTURESYMPTOMS OF DEATH COMING IN NEAR FUTURESYMPTOMS OF DEATH COMING IN NEAR FUTURE

Before a child comes out of the womb, he has the memory of his previous life. As

soon as he comes out of the womb, he loses this memory. Again just before death he

again regains the memory. Before death there are certain symptoms which indicate that

death is at hand; he stops seeing rays in the sun. To him, sun appears like a moon.

The sky appears to be red. His anus is enlarged. A bad smell comes from his head. He

sees the sun's disc broken and sees holes in his own shadow. He sees his own reflection

without head. The white and black portion of his eyes appear displaced. When he closes

his ears he does not hear the usual humming sound. The colour of the fire looks pale.

He sees lightening in clear sky, whereas he does not see lightening in cloud when it

is actually there. He sees the cloud coming down on the earth surface. He sees the earth

glowing. These are some of the symptoms which indicate that the death is near.

In addition to above indication, he loses his sleep and is always dreaming. He sees

a black man approaching him and trying to kill him, he sees a pig trying to kill him
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vÆ. ÿŒÊ-
v. øãº˝◊Ê ßflÊÁŒàÿÊ ŒÎ‡ÿÃ, Ÿ ⁄U‡◊ÿ— ¬˝ÊŒÈ÷¸flÁãÃ–
w. ‹ÊÁ„UŸË lÊÒ÷¸flÁÃ, ÿÕÊ ◊ÁÜ¡DÔUÊ–
x. √ÿSÃ— ¬ÊÿÈ—–
y. ∑§Ê∑§∑È§‹ÊÿªÁãœ∑§◊Sÿ Á‡Ê⁄UÊ ¬ÊÿÁÃ–
z. Á¿Uº˝ßflÊ˘˘ÁŒàÿÊ ŒÎ‡ÿÃ ⁄UÕŸÊÁ÷Á⁄UflÊÁ÷ÅÿÊÿÃ–
{. Á¿Uº˝Ê¢ flÊ ¿UÊÿÊ¢ ¬‡ÿÃ˜Ô–
|. •ÊŒ‡Ê¸ flÊ, ©UŒ∑§ flÊ, Á¡rÊÁÔ‡Ê⁄U‚◊Êà◊ÊŸ¢ ¬‡ÿÃ˜Ô–
}. •Á‡Ê⁄U‚¢ flÊ •Êà◊ÊŸ¢ ¬‡ÿÃ˜Ô–
~. Áfl¬ƒÿ¸SÃ flÊ ∑§ãÿÊ∑§ ŒÎ‡ÿÿÊÃÊ◊˜Ô–
vÆ. Á¡rÊÔŸ flÊ ∑§ãÿÊ∑§ ŒÎ‡ÿÿÊÃÊ◊˜Ô–
vv. •Á¬œÊÿÊÁˇÊáÊË ©U¬ˇÊÃ, ÃlÕÊ Ä≈U⁄U∑§ÊÁáÊ‚ê¬ÃãÃËfl ŒÎ‡ÿãÃ, ÃÊÁŸ ÿŒÊ Ÿ ¬‡ÿÃ˜Ô–
vw. •Á¬œÊÿ∑§áÊÊ¸ ©U¬‡ÊÎáÊÈÿÊÃỖ ‚ ∞·Ê̆ ÇŸÁ⁄Ufl ¬̋Öfl‹ÃÊ ⁄UÕSÿflÊfl¬ÁéŒ—, Ã¢ ÿŒÊ Ÿ ‡ÊÎáÊÈÿÊÃỖ–
vx. ŸË‹ ßflÊÁÇŸŒÎ¸‡ÿÃ, ÿÕÊ ◊ÿÍ⁄Uª˝ËflÊ–
vy. •◊ÉÊ flÊ ÁfllÈÃ¢ ¬‡ÿÃỖ–
vz. ◊ÉÊ flÊ ÁfllÈÃ¢ Ÿ ¬‡ÿÃ˜Ô–
v{. ◊ÉÊ flÊ ◊⁄UËÁøÁ⁄Ufl ¬‡ÿÃ˜Ô–
v|. ÿòÊ ÷ÍÁ◊ Öfl‹ãÃËÁ◊fl ¬‡ÿÃ˜Ô– (ßÁÃ ¬˝àÿˇÊ¢ Œ‡Ê¸ŸÊÁŸ)ó

ÃŒÊ ““‚ê¬⁄UÃÊ̆ SÿÊ˘˘à◊Ê, Ÿ Áø⁄UÁ◊fl ¡ËÁflcÿÁÃ, ßÁÃ ÁfllÊÃ̃Ô– ‚ ÿÃ̃Ô ∑§⁄UáÊËÿ¢ ◊ãÿÃ, ÃÃ̃Ô ∑È§flȨ̈Ã–”” (∞.•Ê. x•Ê.–
w•.– yπ¢.)– Quoted in Ibid, P. 74-75

vv. •Õ-SflåŸÊ—
v. ¬ÈL§·¢ ∑Î§cáÊ¢ ∑Î§cáÊŒãÃ¢ ¬‡ÿÁÃ, ‚ ∞Ÿ¢ „UÁãÃ–
w. fl⁄UÊ„U ∞Ÿ¢ „UÁãÃ–
x. ◊∑¸§≈U ∞Ÿ¢ •Ê⁄U∑§ãŒÿÁÃ–
y. •Ê‡ÊÈflÊÿÈ⁄UŸ¢ ¬˝fl„UÁÃ–
z. ‚ÈfláÊZ πÊÁŒàflÊ˘¬Áª⁄UÁÃ–
{. ◊äfl‡ŸÊÁÃ–
|. Á’‚ÊÁŸ ÷ˇÊÿÁÃ–
}. ∞∑§¬Èá«U⁄UË∑¢§ œÊ⁄UÿÁÃ–
~. π⁄ÒUÿÈ¸ÄÃÒÿÊ¸ÁÃ–
vÆ. fl⁄UÊ„ÒUÿȨ̀ÄÃÒÿÊ¸ÁÃ–
vv. ∑Î§cáÊÊ¢ œŸÈ¢ ∑Î§cáÊflà‚Ê¢ Ÿ‹Œ◊Ê‹Ë ŒÁˇÊáÊÊ◊ÈπÊ fl̋Ê¡ÿÁÃ– - Quoted in Ibid., P. 75-76

or a monkey chasing him.10

He feels that he is carried away in air. He dreams that he is consuming gold and

vomiting it. He dreams that he is moving in a car pulled by asses and pigs. He dreams

that he has a red garland around his neck and is driving a black cow and it's calf

towards south.11
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vw. m dÈÃË •‡ÊÎáfl¢ Á¬ÃÎáÊÊ◊„¢U ŒflÊŸÊ◊ÈÃ ◊àÿÊ¸ŸÊ◊˜Ô–

ÃÊèÿÊÁ◊Œ¢ Áfl‡fl◊¡Ã˜Ô ‚◊ÁÃ ÿŒãÃ⁄UÊ Á¬Ã⁄¢U ◊ÊÃ⁄UÜø - ´§ÇflŒ vÆ.}}.vz

vx. ‡ÊÈÄ‹∑Î§cáÊ ªÁÃ sÔÃ ¡ªÃ— ‡ÊÊ‡flÃ ◊Ã–

∞∑§ÿÊ ÿÊàÿŸÊflÎÁûÊ◊ãÿÿÊ flÃ¸Ã ¬ÈŸ—H - ªËÃÊ }.w{

KARMA'S ROLE IS MAJORKARMA'S ROLE IS MAJORKARMA'S ROLE IS MAJORKARMA'S ROLE IS MAJORKARMA'S ROLE IS MAJOR

Having seen that there is a transitory aspect of self which transmigrates from one

body to another body, we have to see as to why and where this transitory self goes after

leaving the body. Though our activities are the major cause for inferior or superior place

for the transmigratory soul, yet there are some other factors also which indicate the

direction to which the transmigratory soul travels.

TWO PATHSTWO PATHSTWO PATHSTWO PATHSTWO PATHS

In the first place, there are two paths through which the soul travels; the path of

the manes and the path of the gods.12 These paths are known as dark and white paths

respectively.13 These two paths are further bifurcated into two each. The path of the gods

is bifurcated into brahma patha and deva patha. The path of the manes is further bifurcated

into pit® patha and yamapatha. Brahmapatha leads to liberation whereas devapatha leads to

heaven. Pit® patha leads to pit®-loka, yama patha leads to hell.

KNOWLEDGE AND ACTIONKNOWLEDGE AND ACTIONKNOWLEDGE AND ACTIONKNOWLEDGE AND ACTIONKNOWLEDGE AND ACTION

As stated above, activities are the major cause which decide the path of the soul.

The individual acts and knows and the knowledge supports his activities. Of these,

knowledge predominates in sun. In moon, there is a balance between knowledge and

activity, whereas in earth, activity predominates. To relate it differently, sun is

predominated by knowledge, moon by activity and earth by matter. It may be noted that

matter is the consolidated form of activity.

ROLE OF SCRIPTURESROLE OF SCRIPTURESROLE OF SCRIPTURESROLE OF SCRIPTURESROLE OF SCRIPTURES

Sun is the devaloka, where knowledge predominates, moon is the pit® loka, where

activity predominates and earth is m¢nuæya loka where matter predominates. In man,

matter predominates because he belongs to earth. The scriptures aim at subjugating this

inclination towards matter.

If a person neglects manes and gods and devotes himself to material collection he

is as good as dead, because matter is dead. He becomes selfish. His activities belong to

earth.

Î
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vy. ‚Íƒÿ¸— ©UûÊ◊ÊÁœ∑§ÊÁ⁄UáÊÊ◊˜Ô

v. ÿôÊ— (SflÊÕ¸—)

w. Ã¬— (¬⁄UÊÕ¸—) ¬⁄U◊ÊÕ¸∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ (Œfl¬˝ÊáÊ◊ÿÊÁŸ) ÁfllÊ‚Ê¬̌ Ê¢ ∑§ê◊¸ ‚ÊÒ⁄U◊Ỗ = ¬⁄U◊¬ÈL§·ÊÕ¸—

x. ŒÊŸ◊˜Ô (¬⁄U◊ÊÕ¸)—

øãº˝◊Ê—  ◊äÿ◊ÊÁœ∑§ÊÁ⁄UáÊÊ◊˜Ô

v. ßCÔU◊˜Ô (SflÊÕ¸—)

w. •Ê¬ÍûÊ¸— (¬⁄U◊ÊÕ¸—) ¬⁄UÊÕ¸∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ (Á¬ÃÎ¬˝ÊáÊ◊ÿÊÁŸ)

x. ŒûÊ— (¬⁄UÊÕ¸—) ÁfllÊÁŸ⁄U¬ˇÊ¢ ∑§ê◊¸ øÊãº˝◊˜Ô = ¬ÈL§·ÊÕ¸—

÷ÍÁ¬á«U— ‚Ê◊ÊãÿÊÁœ∑§ÊÁ⁄UáÊÊ◊˜Ô

‹ÊÒ∑§∑§ÊÁŸ ∑§◊Ê¸ÁáÊ - (ßÁãº̋ÿÊâȨ̂—) →SflÊÕ̧∑§ê◊Ȩ̂ÁáÊ (flÒEÊŸ⁄U¬̋ÊáÊ◊ÿÊÁŸ)ó•ÁfllÊ‚„U∑Î§Ã¢
∑§ê◊̧ ¬ÊÁÕ̧fl◊̃Ô = SflÊÕ̧—  - ∫r¢ddhavijn…¢na Part-IV, P. 84

SOCIAL WORKSSOCIAL WORKSSOCIAL WORKSSOCIAL WORKSSOCIAL WORKS

If a person extends his co-operation to his parents and elders, he performs activities

associated with c¡andraloka. Such activities could be confined to one's family; these

activities are called iæ∞a. If such activities extend to those who are incapable, poor or

orphan, they are called datta. Works of public welfare are called ¢p¶rta. All of these three

activities can be performed without the help of knowledge of the Vedas.

SPIRITUAL ACTIVITIESSPIRITUAL ACTIVITIESSPIRITUAL ACTIVITIESSPIRITUAL ACTIVITIESSPIRITUAL ACTIVITIES

On the other hand, activities, where knowledge of the Vedas is essentially involved,

are considered to be related to sun or gods. Yajn…a is one of them. It establishes the

relation of the yajamana with the divine. The second activity is japa, which is worship

of pr¢¥as. It protects and increases the divinity of the person. The third activity is d¢na

which means giving donation to scholars of the Vedas.14

NATURE OF BONDAGENATURE OF BONDAGENATURE OF BONDAGENATURE OF BONDAGENATURE OF BONDAGE

All the activities enumerated above could be motivated either by selfish motive or

could be performed without any selfish motive. In the former case, they cause bondage,

whereas they do not cause bondage in the latter case.

Light is the symbol of purity. As half part of the earth is illuminated by sun, it

represents divinity, whereas the other dark part represents devilish tendency. All actions

with divinity represent immortality, whereas actions inclined towards devilish mentality

represent death.



Life HereafterLife HereafterLife HereafterLife HereafterLife Hereafter (61)(61)(61)(61)(61)

GOOD ACTIONSGOOD ACTIONSGOOD ACTIONSGOOD ACTIONSGOOD ACTIONS

Another classification of actions is that all actions enumerated above--whether performed

desirelessly or with desire, whether dependent on knowledge of the Vedas or independent

of Vedic knowledge -- are good. Not only that, even mundane activities, if performed selflessly

are termed as good, as is clear from the following chart :-

v-ÿôÊ—
v v (v) w-Ã¬— ÁfllÊ‚Ê¬ˇÊÊÁŸ-ÁŸflÎûÊ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ-•’¥œŸÊÁŸ

x-ŒÊŸ◊˜Ô
 ÁŒ√ÿ∑§ê◊Ȩ̂ÁáÊ (v)

•◊ÎÃU◊˜Ô

◊ÎàÿÈ— ‚Íƒÿ̧—

ßãº˝—

→→→

v-ÿôÊ—
w (w) w-Ã¬— ÁfllÊ‚Ê¬ˇÊÊÁŸ-¬˝flÎûÊ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ-‚’¢œŸÊÁŸ

x-ŒÊŸ◊˜Ô

v-ßCÔU◊˜Ô
v (x) w-•Ê¬ÍÃ¸— ÁfllÊÁŸ⁄U¬ˇÊÊÁŸ-ÁŸflÎûÊ‚Ã˜Ô∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ-•’¢œŸÊÁŸ

x-ŒûÊ—

 Á¬ÃÎ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ (w)
•◊ÎÃ◊˜Ô

◊ÎàÿÈ— flÎòÊ—

øãº˝—

→→→

v-ßCÔU◊˜Ô
w (y) w-•Ê¬ÍÃ¸— ÁfllÊÁŸ⁄U¬ˇÊÊÁŸ-¬˝flÎûÊ‚ÃỖ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ-‚’¥œŸÊÁŸ

x-ŒûÊ—

v (z) ‹ÊÒÁ∑§∑§ÊÁŸ-ÁŸflÎûÊ‚Ã˜Ô∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ-•’¢œŸÊÁŸ

 x  ¬ÊÁÕ¸fl∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ (w)
•◊ÎÃ◊˜Ô

◊ÎàÿÈ— ÁŒÁÃ—

•ÁŒÁÃ—

→→→

‹ÊÒÁ∑§∑§ÊÁŸỖ
ÁŸ⁄UÕ¸∑§ÊÁŸ
‹ÊÒÁ∑§∑§ÊÁŸ

w ({)      ‹ÊÒÁ∑§∑§ÊÁŸ-¬˝flÎûÊ„UËŸ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ-‚’¢œŸÊÁŸ
ÁflL§hÊÁŸ
‹ÊÒÁ∑§∑§ÊÁŸ
SflÊÕ¸‚Êœ∑§ÊÁŸ

‹Ê
ÒÁ∑

§∑
§ÊÁ

Ÿ
¬⁄

U◊Ê
Õ¸ 

‚Ê
œ∑

§ÊÁ
Ÿ

}

}
}

Áfl
∑§

ê◊
¸

•
∑§

ê◊
¸

*

*
*

*
*

*

*

*

Ibid, P. 87

*
‚Íƒÿ̧—

øãº˝◊Ê—

¬ÎÁÕflË
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vz. v-ÁfllÊ‚◊ÈÁìÊÃÁŸflÎûÊÊÁŸ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ ó•’ãœŸ‚Ã˜Ô∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ-•◊ÎÃÊÁŸ

w-ÁfllÊ‚◊ÈÁìÊÃ¬˝flÎûÊÊÁŸ ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ ó‚’ãœŸ‚Ã˜Ô∑§◊Ê¸ÁáÊ ◊àÿÊ¸ÁŸ

w. x-ÁfllÊÁŸ⁄U¬ˇÊÁŸflÎûÊÊÁŸ ‚Ã˜Ô∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ ó•’ãœŸ‡ÊÈ÷∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ-•◊ÎÃÊÁŸ  ó ∑§ê◊¸ (‚È∑§ê◊¸)

y- ÁfllÊÁŸ⁄U¬ˇÊ¬˝flÎûÊÊÁŸ ‚Ã˜Ô∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ ó‚’ãœŸ‡ÊÈ÷∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ-◊àÿÊ¸ÁŸ

z-‹ÊÒÁ∑§∑§ÊÁŸ ÁŸflÎûÊÊÁŸ ‚Ã˜Ô∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊó•’ãœŸüÊDÔU∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ-•◊ÎÃÊÁŸ

w. v-‹ÊÒÁ∑§∑§ÊÁŸ ÁŸ⁄UÕ¸∑§∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊó‚’ãœŸ„UËŸ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ-◊àÿÊ¸ÁŸ ] ó •∑§ê◊¸ (◊ãŒ∑§ê◊¸)

v-‹ÊÒÁ∑§∑§ÊÁŸ ÁflL§h∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊóŒÎ…U’ãœŸŸËø∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ-◊àÿÊ¸ÁŸ ó Áfl∑§ê◊¸ (ŒÈc∑§ê◊¸)

w-‹ÊÒÁ∑§∑§ÊÁŸ SflÊÕ¸∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊóÁŸÁ’«∏U’ãœŸ„Uÿ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ-◊àÿÊ¸ÁŸ

- Ibid, p. 88

v{. v. ÁfllÊ‚◊ÈÁìÊÃÊÁŸ ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊóŒflÿÊŸ— ¬ãÕÊ—

w. ÁfllÊÁŸ⁄U¬ˇÊÊÁŸ ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊóÁ¬ÃÎÿÊáÊ— ¬ãÕÊ—

v-ÁfllÊ‚◊ÈÁìÊÃ¬˝flÎûÊ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊóŒflÿÊŸÊãÃª¸ÃÊ Œfl¬Õ— (ŒflSflª¸‚Êœ∑§—) (v)

w-ÁfllÊÁŸ⁄U¬ˇÊ¬˝flÎûÊ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊóÁ¬ÃÎÿÊáÊÊãÃª¸Ã— Á¬ÃÎ¬Õ— (Á¬ÃÎSflª¸‚Êœ∑§—) (w)

v-ÁfllÊ‚◊ÈÁìÊÃÁŸflÎûÊ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ

w-ÁfllÊÁŸ⁄U¬ˇÊÁŸflÎûÊ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ ó ŒflÿÊŸÊãÃª¸ÃÊ-’˝rÊÔ¬Õ— (◊ÈÁQ§‚Êœ∑§—) (x)

x-‹ÊÒÁ∑§∑§ÁŸflÎûÊ∑§ê◊Ê¸ÁáÊ

- Ibid, p. 89

BAD ACTIVITIESBAD ACTIVITIESBAD ACTIVITIESBAD ACTIVITIESBAD ACTIVITIES

Mundane activities∞ which are meaningless∞ fall under the category of akarma whereas

activities which are against scriptures or motivated by selfishness are called vikarma or

duækarma. Akarma and duækarma are bad.15

DIFFERENT PATHSDIFFERENT PATHSDIFFERENT PATHSDIFFERENT PATHSDIFFERENT PATHS

Having classified the activities, now we can see that all activities which are not

motivated by selfishness lead to brahma patha, whereas activities involving Vedic

knowledge and performed with selfish motive lead to deva patha. Activities, which do not

require Vedic knowledge and are performed with selfish motive, lead to pit® patha.

Activities, which are purposeless or against the scriptures or are performed with mundane

selfish motive, lead to hell.

To conclude, the highest type of activities are those which are performed with

detachment. The second type of activities are those which are performed with selfish

motive but are prescribed by the scriptures. The lowest type of activities are those which

are either purposeless or against the scriptures or are materialistic and selfish.16



Life HereafterLife HereafterLife HereafterLife HereafterLife Hereafter (63)(63)(63)(63)(63)

v|. ‹Ê◊∑Í§¬·Èó‚¬ÊŒÁòÊ∑§Ê≈Uÿ— x,wz,ÆÆ,ÆÆÆ
„USÃ◊Èπ¬à‚Èó•ÁÇŸ‹ˇÊ— v,ÆÆ,ÆÆÆ
¬ÊƒflÈŒ⁄UÿÊ—ó¬@‹ˇÊÊ— z,ÆÆ,ÆÆÆ ó‚Êh¸ÁòÊ∑§ÊÁ≈UÁ◊ÃÊ ŸÊ«˜UÔÿ—
NUŒÊÁŒ‚fl¸ªÊòÊ·ÈóŸfl‹ˇÊÊ— ~,ÆÆ,ÆÆÆ
¬Ê‡fl¸-øê◊¸-‚Áãœ·ÈóÁfl⁄UÊ«˜UÔ‹ˇÊÊ— vÆ,ÆÆ,ÆÆÆ

ÿÊª —- x,zÆ,ÆÆ,ÆÆÆ
- Ibid, p. 92

¬@÷ÍÃÊŸÈªÃ √ÿÊŸŸÊ«UË-ÁflflûÊ¸ ¬Á⁄U‹π—ó Chart

vó•SÕÁŸ - y}ÆÆ ◊œÈ⁄UÊ ⁄U‚—
wó◊Ê¢‚ - y}ÆÆ ¬ËÃÊ fláÊ¸—
xóàfløÊÿÊ¢ - y}ÆÆ ‚Ê◊ S¬‡Ê¸—
 ¬ÎÁÕ√ÿŸÈªÃÊ— ‚ÊÒ⁄U¬˝ÊáÊ÷ÈQ§Ê √ÿÊŸŸÊ«˜UÔÿ

vyyÆÆ

¬˝ÊáÊ NUŒÿ ¬ÎÁÕflËªÎ„U fl‚ŸỖ ¬ÎÁÕflË ŸÊ«UË— ¬ÈcáÊÊÁÃ
¬ÎÁÕflËÁãº˝ÿ ŸÊ‚Ê◊Í‹ ¬ÎÁÕflËÃã◊ÊòÊ¢ ªãœ¢ ¬˝fl‡ÊÿÁÃ,

ÁŸª¸◊ÿÁÃ ø v-¬ÎÁÕflË
vyyÆÆ

vó‡ÊÈ∑˝§ - y}ÆÆ Á‡ÊflÊ ⁄U‚—
wó‡ÊÊÁáÊÃ - y}ÆÆ ‡flÃÊ fláÊ¸—
xó◊îÊÊÿÊ¢¢ - y}ÆÆ ‡ÊËÃ— S¬‡Ê¸—
 ¡‹ÊŸÈªÃÊ— ‚ÊÒ⁄U•¬ÊŸ÷ÈQ§Ê √ÿÊŸŸÊ«˜UÔÿ—

vyyÆÆ

•¬ÊŸ ªÈŒSÕÊŸ ¡‹ªÎ„U fl‚ŸỖ ¡‹ŸÊ«UË— ¬ÈcáÊÊÁÃ
¡‹Áãº˝ÿ Á¡uÔUÊÁ‡ÊcáÊ ¡‹Ãã◊ÊòÊ¢ ⁄U‚¢ ¬˝fl‡ÊÿÁÃ,

ÁŸª¸◊ÿÁÃ ø w-¡‹◊̃Ô
vyyÆÆ

vóˇÊÈœÊÿÊ¢ - y}ÆÆ ÃËˇáÊÊ ⁄U‚—
wóÁ¬¬Ê‚ÊÿÊ¢ - y}ÆÆ ⁄UQ§Ê fláÊ¸—
xóÁŸº˝ÊÿÊ¢ - y}ÆÆ ©UcáÊ— S¬‡Ê¸—
 Ã¡Ê˘ŸÈªÃÊ— ‚ÊÒ⁄U©UŒÊŸ÷ÈQ§Ê √ÿÊŸŸÊ«˜UÔÿ—

vyyÆÆ

©UŒÊŸ ∑§á∆USÕÊŸ Ã¡ÊªÎ„U fl‚ŸỖ Ã¡ÊŸÊ«UË— ¬ÈcáÊÊÁÃ
Ã¡Áãº˝ÿ¢ ŸòÊ¢-¬ÊŒ¢ ø Ã¡SÃã◊ÊòÊ¢ M§¬¢ ¬˝fl‡ÊÿÁÃ,

ÁŸª¸◊ÿÁÃ ø x-Ã¡—
vyyÆÆ

Contd. ................

VY°NA N°±£VY°NA N°±£VY°NA N°±£VY°NA N°±£VY°NA N°±£

The transitory self decides its path of travel according to the action, it has performed

during life. This path is indicated by the place in the body from which the vital force

leaves the body. The sensory nerves have nothing to do with movement which is controlled

by motor nerves. Out of these motor nerves also, the middle one viz. vy¢na nerve which

lies in between pr¢¥a and ap¢na is the most important. Vy¢na is at the center of the upper

pr¢¥a and ud¢na on one hand, and the lower ap¢na and sam¢na on the other. One may

become unconscious if pr¢¥a and ap¢na are blocked, but if vy¢na is displaced, it leads

to death. The nerves in all are three crore and fifty lacs.17 Out of these the vy¢na nerves

are connected with five elements, each one of which is 14,400; thus (14,400 x 5) = 72,000

in all. The details of these one is as follows :
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Contd. ................

v}. ‚ flÊ ∞ÁÃ ø ¬˝ÁÃ øÊãflÊ„U– ªÊÿòÊË◊flÒÃŒflÊ¸øË ø ¬⁄UÊøË ø ÿÈŸÁQ§– ¬˝ÁÃ flÒ ¬˝ÊáÊ—, ∞àÿÈŒÊŸ— ¬˝ÊáÊÊŒÊŸÊ

flflÒÃgœÊÁÃ– ¬⁄UÊëÿ„U (ªÊÿòÊË) ŒflèÿÊ ÿôÊ¢ fl„UÁÃ, •flÊ¸øË ◊ŸÈcÿÊŸflÁÃ - ‡ÊÃ¬Õ’˝ÊrÊÔáÊ v.y.v.x

vóm· - y}ÆÆ ∑§≈ÈU ⁄U‚—
wó‹îÊÊÿÊ¢ - y}ÆÆ ‡ÿÊ◊Ê fláÊ¸—
xó÷ÿ - y}ÆÆ ∑§≈ÈU S¬‡Ê¸—
 •Ê∑§Ê‡ÊŸÈªÃÊ— ‚ÊÒ⁄U√ÿÊŸÊŸÈªÃÊ √ÿÊŸÊ«˜UÔÿ—

vyyÆÆ

√ÿÊŸ ‚fl¸‡Ê⁄UË⁄U √ÿÊ◊ªÎ„U fl‚ŸỖ √ÿÊ◊ŸÊ«UË— ¬ÈcáÊÊÁÃ,
√ÿÊ◊Áãº˝ÿ flÊ∑Ỗ§-üÊÊòÊÁãº˝ÿ-√ÿÊ◊ Ãã◊ÊòÊ¢ ‡ÊéŒ¢

¬˝fl‡ÊÿÁÃ, ÁŸª¸ª◊ÿÁÃ ø z-•Ê∑§Ê‡ÊÊ—
vyyÆÆ

ÃÁŒàÿ¢ ¬@÷ÍÃÊŸÈªÃÊ— ‚ÊÒ⁄U¬˝ÊáÊ¬ÊŸÊŒÊŸ
‚◊ÊŸ÷ÈQ§Ê—ó√ÿÊŸŸÊ«˜UÔÿ—

→ |wÆÆÆ mÊ‚#ÁÃ‚„Ud‚¢ÅÿÊÁ◊ÃÊ—

- Quoted from Ibid. P. 103

vóœÊflŸ - y}ÆÆ •ê‹Ê ⁄U‚—
wóø‹Ÿ - y}ÆÆ ÁøòÊÊ fláÊ¸—
xó÷Ê·áÊ - y}ÆÆ ‚◊— S¬‡Ê¸—
 flÊƒflŸÈªÃÊ— ‚ÊÒ⁄U‚◊ÊŸ÷ÈQ§Ê √ÿÊŸŸÊ«˜UÔÿ—

vyyÆÆ

‚◊ÊŸ ŸÊ÷ÊÒ flÊÿÈªÎ„U fl‚Ÿ˜Ô flÊÿÈŸÊ«UË— ¬ÈcáÊÊÁÃ,
flÊÁƒflÁãº˝ÿ ¬ÊÁáÊŸÊ¸Á÷Á⁄UÁãº˝ÿ-flÊÿÈÃã◊ÊòÊ¢ S¬‡ÊZ

¬˝fl‡ÊÿÁÃ, ÁŸª¸◊ÿÁÃ ø y-flÊÿÈ—
vyyÆÆ

Bone, flesh and skin, being hard, belong to earth. Each one of them is 4,800 in number,

total being 14,400. Semen, blood and marrow, being liquid, belong to water and each one

of them is 4,800 in number total being 14,400. Hunger, thirst and sleep belong to fire.

The details of number is the same, i.e.. 14,400. Running, walking and sleeping belong

to air. Ave®æion, shame and fear belong to space. The details of number of all of them

is the same (see chart below). These five types of vy¢na nerve are supported by pr¢¥a

Udana, vy¢na, sam¢na and ap¢na respectively.

PLACES OF N°±£S IN THE BODYPLACES OF N°±£S IN THE BODYPLACES OF N°±£S IN THE BODYPLACES OF N°±£S IN THE BODYPLACES OF N°±£S IN THE BODY

The vital force going towards Sun is pr¢¥a and coming from sun is ud¢na. For us,

these pr¢¥a and ud¢na are reversely ud¢na and pr¢¥a.18 The n¢≤§s connected with five

elements are located in five parts of the body. The n¢≤§ connected with earth contains

pr¢¥a in heart, the n¢≤§ connected with fire contains ud¢na which is located in throat,

the n¢≤§ connected with space contains Vy¢na which pervades the body. The n¢≤§

connected with air contains sam¢na which is placed in naval and the n¢≤§ connected with
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v~. ‚ÊÒ⁄U¬˝ÊáÊÊà◊∑§ÁflflûÊ¸ ¬Á⁄U‹π —ó

v. NUÁŒó¬˝ÊáÊÊà◊∑§— “¬˝ÊáÊ—”ó¬˝ÁÃÁDÔUÃ—ó¬ÊÁÕ¸flŸÊ«UKŸÈªÃSÃÃ˜Ô SflM§¬⁄UˇÊ∑§p–

w. ∑§á∆Uó©UŒÊŸÊà◊∑§— “¬˝ÊáÊ—”ó¬˝ÁÃÁDÔUÃ—óÃ¡ÊŸÊ«UKŸÈªÃSÃÃ˜Ô SflM§¬⁄UˇÊ∑§p–

x. ‡Ê⁄UË⁄Uó√ÿÊŸÊà◊∑§— “¬˝ÊáÊ—”ó¬˝ÁÃÁDÔUÃ—ó√ÿÊ◊ŸÊ«UKŸÈªÃSÃÃ˜Ô SflM§¬⁄UˇÊ∑§p–

y. ŸÊ÷ÊÒó‚◊ÊŸÊà◊∑§— “¬˝ÊáÊ—”ó¬˝ÁÃÁDÔUÃ—óflÊÿ√ÿŸÊ«UKŸÈªÃSÃÃ˜Ô SflM§¬⁄UˇÊ∑§p–

z. ªÈÁŒó•¬ÊŸÊà◊∑§— “¬˝ÊáÊ—”ó¬˝ÁÃÁDÔUÃ—ó¡‹ËÿŸÊ«UKŸÈªÃSÃÃ˜Ô SflM§¬⁄UˇÊ∑§p–

- Ibid, p. 98

wÆ. ªÁÃœê◊Ê¸áÊ—-¬@flÊÿ√ÿ¬˝ÊáÊÊ—

v. ŸÊª—óNUŒÿÊÛÊÊèÿãÃ ÁflÃÁSÃ◊ÊòÊÊfl∑§Ê‡Ê √ÿÊ#—

w. ∑Í§ê◊¸—óŸÊ÷◊Í¸‹ÊãÃ ¡‹ªÎ„U◊ÊòÊÊfl∑§Ê‡Ê √ÿÊ#—

x. ∑Î§∑§‹—óNUŒÿÊÃ˜Ô∑§á∆UÊãÃ Ã¡ÊªÎ„U◊ÊòÊÊfl∑§Ê‡Ê √ÿÊ#—

y. ŒflŒûÊ—óŸÊ÷— ¬Ê‡fl¸flÊ◊◊ÊòÊÊfl∑§Ê‡Ê √ÿÊ#—

z. œŸTÿ—óŸÊ÷— ¬Ê‡fl ŒÁˇÊáÊ◊ÊòÊÊfl∑§Ê‡Ê √ÿÊ#—

wv. NUÁŒ sÔ· •Êà◊Ê– •òÊÒ∑§‡ÊÃ¢ ŸÊ«UËŸÊ¢ ÃÊ‚Ê¢ ‡ÊÃ¢ ‡ÊÃ◊∑Ò§∑§SÿÊ¢ mÊ‚#ÁÃmÊ¸‚#ÁÃ— ¬˝ÁÃ‡ÊÊπÊŸÊ«UË‚„UdÊÁáÊ ÷flÁãÃ–
•Ê‚È √ÿÊŸ‡ø⁄UÁÃ - Á¬å¬‹ÊŒÊ¬ÁŸ·Œ˜Ô x/{

ww. ‡ÊÃ@Ò∑§Ê NUŒÿSÿ ŸÊ«UKSÃÊ‚Ê¢ ◊ÍœÊ¸Ÿ◊Á÷ÁŸ—‚ÎÃÒ∑§Ê–

ÃÿÊäfl¸◊ÊÿÛÊ◊ÎÃàfl◊ÁÃ Áflcflæ˜UÔæUãÿÊ ©Uà∑˝§◊áÊ ÷flÁãÃ - ¿UÊãŒÊÇÿÊ¬ÁŸ·Œ˜Ô }.{.{

water contains ap¢na which is placed in anus.19 There are five others vital forces also.

Naga is placed from heart to naval, kurmma is placed from naval to anus, krkala is placed

from heart to throat. Devadatta is on the left side of the naval whereas dhananjaya is on

the right side of the naval.20 (see chart on the opposite page)

101 N°±£S101 N°±£S101 N°±£S101 N°±£S101 N°±£S

According to Pipplada the major jn…¢na n¢≤§s are 101 which become 10,100 if

multiplied by hundred. Then, again, if multiplied by 72 thousand they become 72,

7210200.21 All these vy¢na n¢≤§s are centered at heart. They being one hundred and one

in gross form, one of them goes up to the skull and fifty each lie on the left and the

right.22

ROLE OF N°±£SROLE OF N°±£SROLE OF N°±£SROLE OF N°±£SROLE OF N°±£S

Now if the subtle body goes upward toward skull from the heart, it is brahmpatha

leading to liberation. If it goes straight downward towards anus, it is yamapatha leading

to hell. If it goes on right and left in the upper part of the body, it is devapatha. If it

goes on the right and left on the lower part of the body it is pit®y¢¥a. It is shown in

the following chart _-
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The paths of movement of The paths of movement of The paths of movement of The paths of movement of The paths of movement of Ji√vaJi√vaJi√vaJi√vaJi√va after death after death after death after death after death
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wx. ¿UãŒÊ¢Á‚ flÒ ŒflÿÊŸ— ¬ãÕÊ—-ªÊÿòÊË, ÁòÊCÔ‰U¬˜Ô, ¡ªÃË– ÖÿÊÁÃflÒ¸ ªÊÿòÊË, ªÊÒÁSòÊCÔ‰U¬˜Ô, •ÊÿÈ¡¸ªÃË– ÿŒÃ SÃÊ◊Ê
÷flÁãÃ, ŒflÿÊŸŸÒfl ÃÃ˜Ô ¬ÕÊ ÿÁãÃ - ÃÒÁûÊ⁄UËÿ ‚¢Á„UÃÊ |.z.v

wy. ““òÊÿÊ flÒ ŒflÿÊŸÊ ¬ãÕÊŸ—”” - (ªÊ¬Õ’˝ÊrÊÔáÊÊ¬ÁŸ·Œ˜Ô v.v)

v-ÁfllÊ‚◊ÈÁìÊÃ∑§ê◊Ê¸ŸÈªÃÊÁŸ Œfl¬˝ÊáÊÊà◊∑§ÊÁŸ ‚Íˇ◊‡Ê⁄UË⁄UÊÁáÊóŒflë¿UãŒÊ¢Á‚óŒflÿÊŸ— ¬ãÕÊ—

w-ÁfllÊÁŸ⁄U¬ˇÊ∑§ê◊Ê¸ŸÈªÃÊÁŸ ÷ÍÃflÊªÊà◊∑§ÊÁŸ ‚Íˇ◊‡Ê⁄UË⁄UÊÁáÊóÁ¬ÃÎë¿UãŒÊ¢Á‚óÁ¬ÃÎÿÊáÊ— ¬ãÕÊ—

v [v-ÁfllÊ‚◊ÈÁìÊÃ-¬˝flÎÁûÊ-∑§ê◊Ê¸ŸÈªÃ¢-‚ÍƒÿÊ¸œ—¬˝ÊáÊÊà◊∑¢§-‚Íˇ◊‡Ê⁄UË⁄¢U-Œflë¿UãŒ—-ŒflÿÊŸÊãÃª¸Ã—-
““Œfl¬Õ—””-v

v [v-ÁfllÊÁŸ⁄U¬ˇÊ-¬˝flÎÁûÊ-∑§ê◊Ê¸ŸÈªÃ¢-•ÁŒÁÃflÊªÊà◊∑¢§-‚Íˇ◊‡Ê⁄UË⁄¢U-Á¬ÃÎë¿UãŒ—-Á¬ÃÎÿÊáÊÊãÃª¸Ã—-
Á¬ÃÎ¬Õ—-w

v-ÁfllÊ‚Ê¬̌ Ê-ÁŸflÎÁûÊ-∑§ê◊Ê¸ŸÈªÃ¢

w w-ÁfllÊÁŸ⁄U¬̌ Ê-ÁŸflÎÁûÊ-∑§ê◊Ê¸ŸÈªÃ¢ ‚ÍƒÿÊ¸äfl¸¬˝ÊáÊÊà◊∑¢§ ‚Íˇ◊‡Ê⁄UË⁄¢U-Œflë¿UãŒ—-

ŒflÿÊŸÊãÃª¸Ã— - ’˝rÊÔ¬Õ—-x

x-‹ÊÒÁ∑§∑§-ÁŸflÎÁûÊ-∑§ê◊Ê¸ŸÈªÃ¢

v-‹ÊÒÁ∑§∑§ÁŸ⁄UÕ¸∑§∑§ê◊Ê¸ŸÈªÃ¢

y w-‹ÊÒÁ∑§∑§ÁflL§h∑§ê◊Ê¸ŸÈªÃ¢ ÁŒÁÃflÊªÊà◊∑¢§ ‚Íˇ◊‡Ê⁄UË⁄¢U-Á¬ÃÎë¿UãŒ—-

Á¬ÃÎÿÊáÊÊãÃª¸Ã— - ÿ◊¬Õ—-y

x-‹ÊÒÁ∑§∑§SflÊÕ¸∑§ê◊Ê¸ŸÈªÃ¢ - Ibid, p. 116

*

*

*

*

*

*

Of course, it is according to the actions which one has performed that a soul

decides its path.

METERSMETERSMETERSMETERSMETERS

The meters are also connected with life hereafter. The basis of this treatment is the

statement of Taittr§ya saºhit¢ that g¢yatr§, triæ∞up and jagat§ are the meters which lead

to divine path.23 At the terrestrial level it is g¢yatr§, at the atmospheric level it is triæ∞up

and at the celestial level it is Jagat§. Of course, as said earlier the deciding factor is

the action. All actions whether requiring Vedic knowledge or not (or even if they are

mundane activities) but if they are not motivated by a desire, they lead to brahmapatha,

which is a part of divine meter. The second place goes to such activities which require

Vedic knowledge and are motivated by desire. They lead to divine path, but if they

do not require Vedic knowledge, they lead to the path of the manes. All activities,

which are purposeless or against the scriptures or motivated by selfishness, lead to

hell.24 Devatas are psychic energies which can be classified into five for our purpose.
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v-´§Á·¬˝ÊáÊ—óôÊÊŸÉÊŸ—ó•Ê∑§Ê‡ÊÊà◊Ê-‚lÊ◊ÈQ§⁄UÁœDÔUÊÃÊ

v-Œfl¬˝ÊáÊ—ó‚ÊÒ⁄UÊÁªAòÊÿË-‹ˇÊáÊ—óÃ¡Ê◊ÿ—ó•‚XÔU—ó∑˝§◊◊ÈQ§⁄UÁœDÔUÊÃÊ
v

w-flÒEÊŸ⁄U¬˝ÊáÊ—ó¬ÊÁÕ¸flÊÁªAòÊÿË-‹ˇÊáÊ—óÃ¡Ê◊ÿ—ó‚‚XÔUÊ‚XÔU—-ŒflSflª¸ªÃ⁄UÁœDÔUÊÃÊ

v-‚ÊÒêÿ¬˝ÊáÊ—óøÊãº˝‚Ê◊‹ˇÊáÊ—ó•Ê¬Ê◊ÿ—, flÊÿÈ◊ÿ—, ‚‚XÔUóÁ¬ÃÎSflª¸ªÃ⁄UÁœDÔUÊÃÊ
w (øÊãº˝ªãœfl¸¬˝ÊáÊSÿÊòÊÒflÊãÃ÷Ê¸fl—)

w-•Êåÿ¬˝ÊáÊ—ó¬ÊÁÕ¸fl÷ÍÃ‹ˇÊáÊ—-÷ÍÃ◊ÿ—-ÁŸÁ·h‚‚XÔU—-Ÿ⁄U∑§ªÃ⁄UÁœDÔUÊÃÊ - Ibid, p. 119

*

*

*

The first of them belongs to svayambh¶ and is predominated by knowledge. This leads

to instant liberation. The second is the solar energy which is detached and which leads

to liberation by steps.The third is terrestrial energy which is semi-detached and which

leads to heaven. The fourth is lunar energy, which being attached, leads to the regions

of the manes. The fifth is aqua energy, which involves prohibited attachment and

which leads to hell.25

LIGHT AND DARKNESSLIGHT AND DARKNESSLIGHT AND DARKNESSLIGHT AND DARKNESSLIGHT AND DARKNESS

Existence has the duality of Agni and Soma. Agni is light and is related to sun.

Soma is darkness and related to moon. This is the basis of the division of paths of the

gods and the paths of the manes. The carriers to these paths are also dealt with in the

scriptures.

THE CONCEPT OF S°MATHE CONCEPT OF S°MATHE CONCEPT OF S°MATHE CONCEPT OF S°MATHE CONCEPT OF S°MA

The space up to which an object is visible is called the s¢ma of that object. The

S¢ma of sun is called B®hat S¢ma, which has three portions; b®hat s¢ma, vair¢ja s¢ma and

wz. v-´§Á·¬˝ÊáÊ—óSflÊÿê÷Èfl— (‚àÿ—) ´§Á·ŒflÃÊ

w-Á¬Ã⁄U¬˝ÊáÊ—ó¬Ê⁄U◊DÔUK— (‚ÊÒêÿ— ‚Ê◊—) Á¬ÃÎŒflÃÊ

x-Œfl¬˝ÊáÊ—ó‚ÊÒ⁄U— (•ÊÇŸÿ— •ÁªAflÊƒflÊÁŒàÿÊ—) Œfl ŒflÃÊ

y-ªãœfl¸¬˝ÊáÊ—óøÊãº˝— (flÊÿ√ÿ— flÊÿÈ—) ªãœfl¸ ŒflÃÊ

z-flÒEÊŸ⁄U¬˝ÊáÊ—ó¬ÊÁÕ¸fl— ‚ÊÒêÿ— (•ÊªAÿ—ó•ÁªAflÊƒflÊÁŒàÿÊ—) •ÁªA ŒflÃÊ

{-•‚È⁄U¬˝ÊáÊ—ó÷ÊÒ◊— (•Êåÿ—ó•Ê¬—) •‚È⁄U ŒflÃÊ
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the raivata s¢ma belonging to agni, v¢yu and ¢ditya of the solar system respectively. These

solar samas are spread over all around the sun as shown below :

This figure shows the relationship of jyotiæ∞oma, gauæ∞oma and ¢yuæ∞oma with the

three s¢mas of sun.

Similarly the earth has also three samas -- rathantra s¢ma, vairupa s¢ma and

∫akavara s¢ma belonging to the terrestrial agni, v¢yu and  ¢ditya respectively as shown

below :

Three Stomas of SunThree Stomas of SunThree Stomas of SunThree Stomas of SunThree Stomas of Sun
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It would be clear from the above that the solar s¢mas spread all over the sun on all sides,

whereas the terrestrial s¢mas spread only on that side of the earth which is on the side of sun

i.e. which is in light. Thus the half part of the earth is in light whereas the other half is in

darkness. Similar is the case with moon. The s¢ma of moon is known as rajana s¢ma but it is not

separately considered and, being s¢ma of soma, is included in the ¢gneya s¢mas of sun and earth.

As has been said sun has no darkness whereas the earth and moon have both, light

and darkness. The struggle between light and darkness is represented as struggle between

gods and demons. As the enlightened part of the earth is reinforced by the light of the

sun, the gods are said to be victorious over demons from the point of geography. The

movement of earth around its axis gives birth to day and night. The movement of moon

around the earth gives birth to bright and black fortnight. The movement of earth around

the sun gives birth to utt¢raya¥a and dakæi¥¢yana. Day, bright fortnight and Uttrayana

represent light (= aditi.) Night, dark fortnight and Dakæi¥¢yana represent darkness (=

diti). If we take into account the movement of earth around its axis, day and night

represent gods and demons and their fight continues endlessly. But if we take the

movement of earth around the sun, we find that there is always light on one or the other

part of earth. Of course, the light part of the earth is straight away in touch with sun

in uttarayana, but it is not so in dakæi¥¢yana.

The s¢ma of bh¶mi
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w{.

v-‚ÊÒ⁄U-•ÊÃ¬¬Õ—

’˝rÊÔ¬Õ— v

w-øÊãº˝-•ÊÃ¬¬Õ— ŒflÿÊŸ— ¬ãÕÊ— (‡ÊÈÄ‹ªÁÃ—)

Œfl¬Õ— w
x-¬ÊÁÕ¸fl-•ÊÃ¬¬Õ— •Êà◊ªÁÃ—

v-øÊãº˝-¿UÊÿÊ¬Õ— Á¬ÃÎ¬Õ— x

Á¬ÃÎÿÊáÊ— ¬ãÕÊ— (∑Î§cáÊªÁÃ—)

w-¬ÊÁÕ¸fl-¿UÊÿÊ¬Õ— ÿ◊¬Õ— y
- Ibid, p. 131

*

*

*

}

}

v-Sflÿê÷Í—→‚àÿ◊Ỗ (|)

 •ãÃÁ⁄UˇÊ◊Ỗ→Ã¬— ({)

→’˝rÊÔ‹Ê∑§—

w-¬⁄U◊DÔUË→¡ŸÃ˜Ô (z)

 •ãÃÁ⁄UˇÊ◊Ỗ→◊„U— (y)

x-‚Íƒÿ̧—→Sfl— (x) ]→Œfl‹Ê∑§— →∑˝§◊◊ÈÁQ§— •¬⁄UÊ

 •ãÃÁ⁄UˇÊ◊Ỗ→÷Èfl— (w) ]→Á¬ÃÎ‹Ê∑§—

y-¬ÎÁÕflË→÷Í— (v) ]→◊ŸÈcÿ‹Ê∑§— - Ibid, p. 135

*

*

*

*

*

→

To conclude, sun has only light, moon and earth have light and darkness both. The

path of light is again bifurcated into two. The solar path of light which leads to brahma

and lunar and terrestrial path of light which leads to heaven. The dark side of moon

leads to the path of manes whereas terrestrial dark path leads to hell.26 In fact, light is

agni and darkness is soma. Agni represents day, bright fortnight and uttar¢ya¥a, soma

represents night, dark fortnight and dakæi¥¢yana.

PATH OF LIGHTPATH OF LIGHTPATH OF LIGHTPATH OF LIGHTPATH OF LIGHT

Those who are liberated travel from the light of the physical agni to day, bright

fortnight, the enlightened part of moon, uttar¢ya¥a and sun. The liberated soul through

this path attains Satyaloka where there is no misery. The following chart shows how the

seven lokas are connected with four places of life hereafter.
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w|. •„U⁄U„U∑¸§ ∞· ÿôÊSÃÊÿÃ, •„U⁄U„U— ‚ÁãÃDÔUÃ, •„U⁄U„U⁄UŸ¢ Sflª¸Sÿ ‹Ê∑§Sÿ ªàÿÒ ÿÈæ˜UÔQ§, •„U⁄U„U⁄ŸŸ SflªZ ‹Ê∑¢§
ªë¿UÁÃ - ‡ÊÃ¬Õ’˝ÊrÊÔáÊ ~.y.v.vz

w}. ∞Ã¢ flÊ ∞Ã ªë¿UÁãÃ ·«˜UÔÁ÷◊Ê¸‚Òÿ¸ ∞· Ã¬ÁÃ, ÿ ‚êflà‚⁄U◊Ê‚Ã - ‡ÊÃ¬Õ’˝ÊrÊÔáÊ y.{.w

FALL FROM HEAVENFALL FROM HEAVENFALL FROM HEAVENFALL FROM HEAVENFALL FROM HEAVEN

Those who go up to sun have to return back, when their meritorious actions are

exhausted. While coming back, first of all they come to moon where they attain the status

of soma. Secondly they attain the status of rain, thirdly of food and fourthly of semen,

which when poured into women as fifth oblation, it becomes the womb.

TWO MORE SITUATIONSTWO MORE SITUATIONSTWO MORE SITUATIONSTWO MORE SITUATIONSTWO MORE SITUATIONS

Besides the four paths referred to above, there are two more situations; the first

situation is where the person merges with universal self then and there, without making

any movement. The next position is when the soul does not move to any other place but

takes place on this very earth. This is clear from the following chart.

The sun shines at the equator in between cancer and capricorn i.e. 24 degrees on

the north and 24 degrees on the south. From this space no soul can travel because it

cannot tolerate direct light of sun. If it has meritorious actions to his credit, he will have

to move beyond the cancer. If he has demeritorious actions, he will have to move beyond

the capricorn.

THE DAILY JOURNEY TO HEAVENTHE DAILY JOURNEY TO HEAVENTHE DAILY JOURNEY TO HEAVENTHE DAILY JOURNEY TO HEAVENTHE DAILY JOURNEY TO HEAVEN

When we speak of movement, we have to bear in mind that the vijn…¢n¢tm¢

constantly moves towards sun through suæum¥¢.27 This movement is common to all as

long as they are alive. The second movement is also common to all when in the spring

season our body comes in touch with heaven.28

ANOTHER MOVEMENTANOTHER MOVEMENTANOTHER MOVEMENTANOTHER MOVEMENTANOTHER MOVEMENT

The second movement is of the matter, deva and ¢tm¢ to their respective sources.

The five element of the body merge with the five elements, the five senses viz, speech

and mind merge with agni, v¢yu, ¢ditya, diksoma and bh¢svara soma respectively. This is

the movement of devas. When karm¢tam¢ consisting of vai∫v¢nara, taijasa and prajn…¢na

leave the body, avyakta yajn¢tm¢ merges with svayambh¶, vijn…¢tm¢ merges with sun, mah¢n

prajn…¢na with moon and bh¶t¢tama with prthvi.

CONCLUSIONCONCLUSIONCONCLUSIONCONCLUSIONCONCLUSION

As far as the karm¢tm¢ is concerned it moves to the places as explained earlier. In

short it moves in the direction of sun if it has meritorious action to its credit. On the

other hand, if it had committed sins, it moves in opposite direction of sun.
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The physical light is represented by sun, moon and fire. Sun is self-illuminated,

moon is illuminated by sun and fire illuminates itself but not others. The fourth light is

the light of knowledge. Of these, fire represents body, moon represents mind, and sun

represents intellect. Speech is the fifth light. All these lights are sustained by light of

knowledge. These are the five lights which help a person. Therefore, of all the actions,

those actions are the best which are performed with Vedic knowledge. It may also be

noted that if the actions are performed with knowledge, but without attachment, only

then they lead to liberation. Actions performed with attachment may lead only to heaven,

if they are prescribed by the scripture, but if they are not prescribed by the scripture,

they lead to hell.

This, in short, is the story of the journey of the soul after death.

qqq


